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Looking Back 
as We Move Forward

Eric Petersiel RJE, Head of School

Recently a group of past Leo Baeck Presidents gathered in what we hope 
will become an annual tradition. In preparing for our discussion I gave 
them an overview of the state of the school they had established, and how 
far it had come in 38 years. We spoke of the past, present and future of this 
school, now the second largest day school in Toronto, the largest Reform 
day school in North America, and the only Jewish school in Canada 
authorised by the prestigious International Baccalaureate Organization. 
We spoke about famous playwright Michael Redhill, in whose basement 
early classes were held, to Dan Senor, whose book "Start Up Nation" has 
changed the way the world understands the entrepreneurial spirit in Israel, 
to Sarah Edgerly, last year's CHAT Valedictorian, and Shane Feldman, 
whose World Youth Conference brings together thousands of teens intent 
on changing the world. They were amazed to hear about the huge range 
of athletic offerings and our continued dedication to music and the arts. 
We discussed the Tikkun Olam efforts of our students and the ways they 
help provide education in Africa, food for those in need in Toronto and 
playground equipment for impoverished Israelis, Jew and Arab alike, 
who attend the Weizmann School in Tel Aviv-Jaffa. These pages set the 
stage for how we envision our future, built strongly on the shoulders of 
those who came before us, and provide a clear focus for our continued 
dedication and commitment to the Jewish growth of each child in our care. 
Next year we will once again participate in an international parent survey, 
and continue to seek your insight into how well we are accomplishing our 
mission.                                                                                    

RABBI ARTHUR BIELFELD REFLECTS...
Rabbi Plaut was among the earliest 
supporters of the new day school at a 
time when there was little enthusiasm for 
such an institution among North American 
Reform Jews. Without his support I wonder 
whether the Reform congregations of 
Toronto would have bought into the idea 
of a Reform community day school. I 
remember one occasion when the Board 
was dealing with a controversial proposal. 
He said: "Float the idea and let the 
antagonists shoot at it. Float it again until 
they have run out of ammunition. Then 
introduce it a third time. You'll be amazed 
to see how quickly it is adopted." 

He also championed naming the school 
after Rabbi Leo Baeck. When we tried 
to register the school in that name, the 
registrar of Ontario insisted that we have 
Rabbi Baeck sign the naming documents. 
I think Gunther was prepared to put on a 
disguise, go down to Queen's Park and 
sign the document, so convinced was he 
of the merit of honouring his esteemed 
mentor by naming the newborn school 
after him.

This year we remember Rabbi Gunther 
Plaut, whose death marks a significant 
moment in the history of diaspora Judaism.

Left to right: Eric Petersiel (Head 
of School), Morrie Sorin (Founding 

Director), Karen Sorin (Founding 
Administrator), Zita Gardner 
(Past Director), Rabbi Arthur 

Bielfeld (Honourary Chairperson), 
Rabbi Steve Garten (Past Director)



A famous midrash depicts a scene in which Moses 
enters God’s workshop and finds the Holy One 
adorning the sacred letters of a Torah scroll with 
calligraphic crowns. Moses inquires as to the 
meaning of these ornate crowns, and God replies: 
“There is a man named Akiva who will appear 
at the end of several generations and he will need 
these crowns, because from each and every thorn he 
will derive scores and scores of laws.” Moses then 
asks The Holy One to see this man, and suddenly 
finds himself in a classroom where the great sage 
Rabbi Akiva is conducting a lesson. Moses soon 
realizes that he has no idea what they are saying. He 
becomes weak and disoriented. How can these be 
my descendants? Why do their laws and comments 
sound so unfamiliar? Have my teachings evaporated 
across the centuries?  

This story reveals an inescapable truth about the 
traditions and teachings of Judaism…they evolve.  
Judaism does not remain stagnant. Judaism does 
not “jog in place.” Rather, it grows and deepens, 
responding to new social realities, technological 
breakthroughs and fresh textual interpretations 
with the passage of time. Just as our students at 
Leo Baeck gain wisdom and skills that will help 
them grow into the passionate and articulate Jewish 
leaders of tomorrow, so too will the landscape of 
Jewish learning and practice continue to develop 
around them. As Hall of Fame catcher Yogi Berra 
so eloquently put it, “The future ain’t what it used 
to be.”

During my two years at Leo Baeck, I have already 
witnessed innovation and experimentation in our 
approach to Jewish learning:

Worship and Music. Our Leo Baeck Siddurim 
(Junior and Senior Editions) are two of the most 

creative and visually stunning prayer books that 
can be found anywhere. Their unique design and 
insightful commentaries help our students engage 
with prayer as both a meaningful spiritual practice 
and an invitation for critical thinking. Our students 
and staff have pushed the envelope as to what prayer 
can look and sound like, crafting worship services 
that blend art, drama, poetry, PowerPoint, meditation 
and the early stages of our own “LB T’filah Rock 
Band.”  

Israel Engagement. The Leo Baeck Day 
School was the recipient of the inaugural 
Israel Engagement Community Award for 
our pioneering work in Israel Engagement. 
The school-wide effort to foster deep and 
meaningful connections to the land and 
people of Israel has included our success with 
the Shinshinim (young Israeli emissaries) 

Making the Old New
and the New Holy
Rabbi Noam Katz, Dean of Jewish Living



initiative, the creation of an Israel Education 
vision statement, and an Israel-based 
Professional Development day for all staff. 
We foresee a school culture that embeds Israel 
engagement at all grade levels; facilitates 
long-distance learning with progressive 
Jewish communities in Eilat and Haifa; and 
culminates in an unforgettable Grade 8 trip to 
Israel (the first of its kind among Jewish day 
schools in the GTA!).

LB Partners. The future depends on 
institutions partnering with one another to 
increase the quality and quantity of Jewish 
and interfaith experiences in Toronto. Our 
students already “taste the fruits” of learning 
about Jewish ethics and ecology at the Kavanah 
Garden, volunteer to put Kinder Kits together 
(school supplies for underprivileged children) 
with Ve’ahavta, perform holiday concerts at 
Baycrest, and have an authentic Jewish outdoor 
experience at URJ Camp George. Building 
a network of peer institutions with common 
values helps us welcome 
diverse Jewish families from 
around the GTA, and expand 
the opportunities for study, 
social justice and celebration.  

Building a Generation of 
Future Jewish Leaders. 
Our students grow up to be 
inspiring and compassionate 
Jewish role models whose 

leadership will continue to have positive ripple 
effects for generations to come. Learning how 
to share and give tzedakah in preschool lays 
the foundation for an ethic of generosity and 
philanthropy. Critical study of Tanakh and 
Israel breeds a crop of university students 
who will wear their Jewish identity proudly on 
their sleeves. And, certainly, being part of a 
caring community builds the confidence and 
resiliency of each student who walks through 
our doors.

We have dreams for our youth, and they possess 
the vision to go far beyond what we can even 
imagine. The students of The Leo Baeck Day 
School are our future, our legacy. So, like 
Moses, we must invest in them as the change 
agents, the scholars and social activists of 
tomorrow. And, like Akiva, they must set out 
to extract brilliant meaning from the "crowns" 
we have placed atop their heads.                 



We believe the experiences students acquire at The Leo Baeck Day School have a profound and sustainable 
influence on their future lives. Central to our philosophy is the promotion of learning opportunities which are 
meaningful, relevant and authentic. The intentional cultivation of core values in each student, as well as a rich 
and varied learning environment, nurtures this positive impact. Through a multitude of dynamic experiences we 
foster a life-long connection to Judaism, including the teaching of Jewish values on a daily basis and increasing 
teen engagement. In particular, we are very proud of the Israeli Youth Emissaries we host each school year. This 
tremendous experience enables our students to connect with Israeli youth in a personal and deeply significant way. 
Our goal is for each one of our students to develop and find personal meaning with their Judaism.

The unique needs of each learner are considered in a vibrant environment of inquiry-based learning. Students 
are set up for success through the implementation of learning opportunities that are planned in conjunction with 
assessed student strengths and needs. This helps them envision excellent work, measure their own proficiency 
and set goals for growth. Differentiated activities and hands-on projects are designed to teach the same standard 
to a range of learners by employing a variety of teaching and learning modes. Leo Baeck students learn to think 
critically about a variety of topics from a young age, and in doing so form habits of inquiry that will lead to 
academic success in the future.

Our students develop their creative and athletic abilities through participation in an array of projects and teams. 
Currently we have over 25 athletic teams participating in the Jewish Day School Sports League and the Small 
Schools Athletic Federation. Our students build self-confidence through art and sport, developing their potential 
to meet any goal, an attitude they will carry into the future. Our rigorous and multi-faceted program, deeply 
embedded with positive core values and beliefs, lays a strong foundation for our students. The future of a Leo Baeck 
student is indeed bright and promising.    

What I Wish for our Students...

Yvette Burke, North Campus Principal  

During our Literature Circle the Grade 2 students were 
assigned different roles (Inquirer, Linguist, Reteller, 
Literary Artist), allowing them to focus on their strength 
as learners. By using this format of Differentiated In-
struction they were able to find deeper meaning from a 
chapter book that they were reading in their Flat Stanley 
novel study.



It is with great enthusiasm and happiness that I anticipate 
joining the LBDS team and settling into the New South 
Campus at 501 Arlington Avenue with you. I am so 
excited to meet the students, staff and parents, and I 
look forward to forming a connection with each and 
every one of you. I truly feel that there could not be a 
better time for me to join the Leo Baeck community as 
we enter this invigorating period in Leo Baeck history 
and settle into our new and improved home. Together 
we will take advantage of all that our new school has to 
offer and create a space that will meet the needs of all 
our students, from the newest group of JK students all 
the way through to our Middle School. 

The thing I look forward to most is becoming a part of Leo Baeck's vibrant daily life. I can already envision 
myself stopping by the double gym to watch a spirited game of basketball or spending an afternoon in the new 
library as our students engage in learning. I am excited to visit our kindergartners in their brand new computer 
lab or to spend a day outside creating a learning garden. Together my fellow administrators and I will work 
with our teachers to promote balanced literacy, inquiry-based learning and best teaching practices. Best of all, 
I look forward to sharing our discoveries and the many exciting things that will be taking place at our school 
with parents and fellow LBDS community members. 

1.	 I	have	3	children	-	two	boys	and	a	girl.	
2.	 I	love	to	ski	(both	snow	and	water	skiing).
3.	 I	 went	 to	 a	 Jewish	 Day	 School	 from	 nursery	 to	

Grade	3.
4.	 I	 love	 speaking	 French	 and	 may	 initially	 address	

students	in	French	by	accident.
5.	 I	plan	on	brushing	up	on	my	Hebrew.
6.	 I	go	on	a	canoe	trip	every	summer.	
7.	 I	 love	 to	 swim	 (especially	 in	 a	 lake),	 hike,	 roller	

blade	and	eat	good	food.
8.	 I	have	a	scuba	diving	license.
9.	 I	worked	at	Toronto	French	School	for	14	years.
10.	 I	grew	up	with	a	few	Leo	Baeck	families	and	one	

staff	member.

11.	 I	worked	at	The	Leo	Baeck	South	Campus	before	
moving	to	TFS.

12.	 I	backpacked	through	Southeast	Asia	for	7	months	
when	I	was	in	my	20s.

13.	 My	 first	 "teaching"	 job	 was	 at	 a	 fine	 arts	
kindergarten.

14.	 I	always	keep	a	wide	selection	of	herbal	tea	handy	
(for	afternoon	hydration).	Feel	free	to	join	me	for	
a	cup.

15.	 I	hope	to	walk	or	cycle	to	school	when	my	bag	is	
not	too	heavy.

16.	 I	spent	the	year	in	Switzerland	for	Grade	13.	
17.	 Good	quality	dark	chocolate	is	my	weakness.
18.	 I	like	doing	sudoku	and	crossword	puzzles.

Fresh Beginnings
Meet Our New South Campus Principal

Lauren Sigel, South Campus Principal

18	THINGS	YOU	WOULDN'T	KNOW	ABOUT	ME:



As the school year draws to a close, so does my term 
as President of the Leo Baeck Board of Directors. I 
have proudly served in this role for three years and I 
am thankful for the deeply rewarding experience this 
has been.  
Reflecting back, our Board of Directors has achieved 
much, of which I am proud; too much in fact to address 
in these brief closing remarks. So, I will hit a few key 
highlights.

First and foremost, when our doors open next September 
we will at long last have two incredible school facilities, 
our North Campus in Thornhill and our South Campus 
in Cedarvale. This has been a long-held dream of our 
school community and we are thrilled to have been a 
part of this wonderful accomplishment.  

Our school community has also begun to embrace the 
culture of philanthropy, allowing us to enhance and 
grow the programs we offer to our children and the 
community at large. Our annual campaign, launched 
for the first time three years ago, has raised more 
than $215,000 to enrich and enhance our students’ 
educational experience. Today, we are engaged in our 
first major capital campaign since the building of our 
North campus, raising new capital to fulfill our vision.

Working closely with our Head of School, Eric Petersiel, 
our Board has built and nurtured valuable relationships 
in the community, including with UJA and our Reform 
partners, allowing us to collaborate in the delivery of 

a high quality Jewish education and experience for our 
students. The recent recognition by UJA of our Israel 
Engagement Program, and international focus on our 
School at the 2011 URJ Biennial, are but two important 
examples of this renewed and revitalized relationship.  
We have also continued to commit countless hours and 
expertise to ensure the School’s financial health now and 
into the future. The result is that Leo Baeck continues to 
be among, if not the, most financially stable and well run 
day school in Toronto.  
Finally, next year brings a new Board President, Dr. 
Richard Davis, a highly respected and experienced 
Board colleague. A graduate of Leo Baeck, Richard is a 
living example of the impact of a Leo Baeck education. 
Richard is dedicated, community-minded, creative, 
consultative, and committed to making a difference, not 
just for the children of the current generation, but the 
generations that will surely follow. When asked about 
his new role, Richard shared the following: “Leo Baeck 
has played a major role in my life. I graduated from the 
School 30 years ago, my kids have been here for 6 years, 
I've been on the Board for 5 years, and now I begin 
a new chapter as Board President. I’m honoured for 
this opportunity and look forward to working with the 
entire school community.” Under Richard’s leadership 
our School will no doubt continue to flourish.  
Thank you for the privilege of serving this wonderful 
community.                                                                          

Passing the Gavel          
Laurie Davis, President, Board of Directors

Future president

Richard Davis
Incoming Board President
Leo Baeck Class of 1984/5744

Grade 7 Class 1982-83/5742-5743
Located at Temple Emanuel





The Leo Baeck Day School's Admission Team believes that there is no greater gift that a parent can give their 
child than that of a meaningful, positive and lasting Jewish educational experience. We were thrilled to have 
the opportunity to speak with two special families who were kind enough to share the stories of their journeys 
to Leo Baeck. South Campus parents Sol and Jen Birenbaum have a daughter Talia (Grade 1), a son Samuel 
(JK 2012), an 18-month old daughter Alex, and another baby on the way. North Campus parents Oreste and 
Vanessa Goldman have a son, Liam (Grade 1), and a daughter, Noa, who will enter Junior Kindergarten this 
coming September.

Jewish day school-educated Sol Birenbaum had 
always known that he wanted Jewish education for 
his children, but his wife Jen initially required some 
convincing. When they began to notice that their 
daughter Talia, who was attending Holy Blossom 
Preschool at the time, would come home each day 
raving about the Jewish parts of her learning, they 
began the process of learning about and touring 
several Jewish Day Schools. 

Both Sol and Jen agreed that they felt most comfortable 
within the Reform movement. Their experience during 
the admission process was the deciding factor as they 

were impressed by Leo Baeck's progressive vision 
for the future. Most importantly, Leo Baeck felt like 
home to them. Both parents recalled experiencing a 
feeling of community during their visit and Jen loved 
that a truly personal connection was formed.

Since becoming a Leo Baeck family the Birenbaums 
have loved having Talia teach them new things (Did 
you know that the Arctic Tern can fly farther than any 
other animal?), and were proud to be led by her at 
their Passover Seder this year. They are consistently 
impressed by the integrated style of learning at Leo 
Baeck and love seeing Talia come home each day 
well cared for and self-confident. The Birenbaums 
believe in the value of being outdoors and are so 
excited for their children to attend The New South 
Campus, because while they believe, as the Directors 
of Camp Walden, that a great school or a great camp 
can happen anywhere, they also know that when you 
give great teachers amazing resources the possibilities 
are endless. 

THE BIRENBAUM FAMILY

 Two Families Tell the Story of
Rachel Andrew, Assistant to Admission Office



THE GOLDMAN FAMILY 

When Oreste and Vanessa Goldman made the life-
altering decision to move their family from their 
home in Argentina to Toronto last year, one of the 
biggest challenges they faced was finding a school 
that would maintain the same high level of education 
as the prestigious Jewish school that their children 
attended in Argentina. Since the Jewish culture and 
its values form a crucial part of the Goldman's identity 
as a family, it was never a question that their children 
would receive a Jewish education. The Goldmans 
began to speak with their Jewish friends in Toronto 
who gave them excellent references and so began the 
process of enquiring and learning about the School.

When asked to describe their experience with the 
admission process the adjectives the Goldmans 
chose were "easy" and "stress-free." Over a series of 
emails and phone calls they began to build a personal 
relationship with the School. When the family arrived 
in Toronto a month prior to school starting they were 
greeted by friendly faces and made to feel welcome.

The Goldmans have since become an integral part 
of the Leo Baeck community. They have attended 
many events and have greatly enjoyed watching Liam 
bring home work that he has completed in Hebrew 
and French or hearing him say things like "Mom, I 
wrote a book!" Liam has taught Noa to sing in French 
(as Vanessa remarks, "I'm sure we all know the song 
'Bonjour Mes Amis, Bonjour!"). It is a joy for his 
parents to hear Liam ask "Is it Monday tomorrow?" 
because he cannot wait to go to school. The Goldmans 
praised Leo Baeck's fantastic teachers, excellent 
resources and great support. 

We are touched and happy to hear the Birenbaums 
and Goldmans describe the Leo Baeck community as 
one that is nurturing, open, committed, supportive and 
inclusive. We are so proud to count these two special 
families as a part of our community. 

Their Journey to Leo Baeck 



Things are bustling at The New Leo Baeck South Campus! Construction is well underway, 
and with framing complete, the interior has literally taken shape. With our goal of bringing in 
as much natural light as possible, whole slabs of concrete have been cut from the exterior of 
the building to allow for new windows. Old windows have been replaced, and as a result our 
new classrooms are bright and cheerful! 
The Grand Foyer and Atrium have transitioned perfectly from design to reality, with a beautiful 
canopy structure extending from the front entrance all the way through to the rear of the 
building. A gorgeous, unobstructed view of Cedarvale Park "brings the outside in"!
And of course, work continues on all of our other important areas - the Performing Arts 
Centre, the Chapel, our seminar rooms and office spaces - it's incredibly exciting to watch. 
Our construction work is proceeding on time and we look forward to greeting everyone in 
September at The New Leo Baeck South Campus! 

What's New at The New      
Leo Baeck South Campus!
Ronna Rubin and Nolan Grubert, 
Co-Chairs, South Campus Renewal Committee



Pictured left to right are: Brian Simon, Eric Petersiel (Head of School), Franci Sniderman, Mark Shiner, Laurie Davis (current 
President), Stan Debow, Elizabeth Wolfe, Fred Zemans, Ronna Rubin, Andrea Rifkin, and Richard Davis (incoming President).

As our Talmud so eloquently teaches us, none of us 
can forsake our ongoing participation in and impact 
on Jewish life. And so, on Tuesday April 24, a new 
Leo Baeck tradition began - an annual meeting of 
Leo Baeck's Past Presidents. The evening, and new 
tradition, was and is an opportunity to recognize 
and thank our Past Presidents for the important 
leadership each of them has given to our School, 
to engage them in conversation and ensure their 
wisdom and experience will always remain close to 
the heart of The Leo Baeck Day School.

On this, their inaugural meeting, our Past Presidents 
were witness to the “onsite” expansion of our New 
South Campus and learned firsthand about the 
Campus’ unprecedented strengths and opportunities. 
It was an evening of dinner and dialogue in which 
their historical perspective and institutional 
knowledge brought a valuable perspective to our 
conversation. Special thanks to Franci Sniderman, 
Liz Wolfe, Ronna Rubin and Brian Simon for 
hosting this wonderful evening. 

      Events to Launch The New Leo Baeck South Campus
Monday September 10th at 5:30 p.m. - 

Grand Opening Celebration & 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Leo Baeck Families

Thursday October 4th - 
Major Gifts Dinner & Dedication

Leo Baeck's Past Presidents Shep Nachas 
at the New South Campus

You are not required to complete the work; neither are you free to desist from it. Pirkei Avot 2:16



In anticipation of the move to The New South 
Campus, the Leo Baeck Parents’ Association and 
the South Campus Renewal Committee organized 
a school-wide project in March. The students and 
staff were engaged in a wonderful and meaningful 
process of creating Mezuzot which will adorn the 
New campus. 

The project began with an informative, interactive 
lesson about the history of the Mezuzah. Students 
learned about how and why the Mezuzah is used, 
and its significance to the Jewish people.

Our Art Teacher, Gene Teeger, provided students 
with details about the hands on part of this 
project. Students first created their own designs  

Mezuzot for our New Home



on paper, reflecting their personal thoughts 
about The Leo Baeck Day School. They were 
then instructed on the use of polymer clay for 
creating the actual Mezuzah.

On Project Day, students and staff gathered 
to make their own beautiful Mezuzot. Parent 
volunteers were on hand to assist. All took great 
pride in creating an important piece of art. The 
results represented individuality, creativity,     
and beauty.

We are so excited about this project and the role 
everyone played in contributing to their own 
Jewish legacy at Leo Baeck. We look forward 
to seeing their beautiful creations hung in our   
New home.                                                       

Mezuzot for our New Home



The Leo Baeck Day School has undertaken a $10 million campaign towards the cost of purchasing 
and renovating its New South Campus and will open its doors in September 2012. 
As of June 2012, the campaign has raised more than $4.37 million. It is truly an honour to be part 
of this significant event in the history of our school and the Jewish community. In the early years, 
the School leadership dreamed about a renewed South Campus – one that could and would offer 
our children the very best in Jewish day school education. Today, with the help of our community, 
that dream is becoming a reality.  
When we open our doors this September, we will have a magnificent facility offering unprecedented 
opportunities for our children and generations of children to follow. No longer will day school 
parents have to choose among a Jewish education, outstanding secular education, and exceptional 
facilities. At The Leo Baeck Day School, we will have it all, including the potential to make a 
powerful impact on generations of Jewish children.
As we continue to build for the future, providing our children with a liberal and meaningful 
Jewish education remains paramount. Research across North America consistently recognizes the 
unparalleled impact of a Jewish day school education on adult Jewish involvement and leadership. 
No other single factor has a greater influence than day school.  
Supporting this campaign is therefore an investment in your Jewish community and its future 
leaders – our children and grandchildren. Your generosity will ensure this spectacular facility is 
a model of Jewish educational excellence, and a centre for the arts, culture, social responsibility 
and lifelong learning.
We look forward to adding your name to the growing list of generous, visionary donors who have 
been moved by this opportunity to invest in our Jewish future by supporting the campaign for the 
New Leo Baeck South Campus.                                                                                                    
L’dor v’dor

The Capital Campaign Committee

                          

Capital Campaign Update

Warren Blatt
Janice Bly
Jeff Bly
Adam Breslin
Rhonda Cohen
Laurie Davis
Toby Feldberg

Fern Glowinsky
Mark Katz
Nathan Laurie
Greg Milavsky
Micki Mizrahi
Sam Mizrahi

Jill Morris
Jordan Robins
Erika Rubin
Ronna Rubin
Melanie Ruby
Ian Sandler

To support the campaign, please contact Elysa Greisman, Director of Development, 
egreisman@leobaeck.ca or 905-709-3636 ext. 241     



"While we try to teach our children all about life, our 
children teach us what life is all about."
- Hebrew Proverb

This quote describes exactly how we have felt since our 
daughter Eden, 5 and son Ethan, 3 were born. Their 
simple and pure ideas of what is right and what feels 
right has made us more aware of the world in which we 
want our children to live. We know the life we want for 
all children will only come to fruition if we do what we 
can for our community and contribute and collaborate 
with others to create what is needed. The values of The 
Leo Baeck Day School will influence us and compliment 
the practices we have in our family. 

We belong to such a remarkable heritage and 
community. This belonging includes a responsibility to provide the best Jewish education for all of 
our children. And, it is truly a privilege to have this responsibility. We hope our gift to the School, 
will help provide the necessary tools to continue its work, drive forward the Capital Campaign 
and support the well-rounded, excellent education that this new campus is sure to instill in all of 
the Leo Baeck children. 

The torch our parents' generation carried from the generation before them, is now being passed 
on to our generation. We want to continue the momentum and legacy set and continue to live the 
values that support Jewish continuity. We know Jewish education is one of the greatest means 
for our cultural survival and we are sure Leo Baeck's teachers will continue to soar at the new 
campus. 

We dedicate our gift to the Preschool in honour of our children Eden and Ethan. We know 
that along with their classmates and fellow students at the School, they will be inspired to 
love learning and be the best Jews they can be. We look forward to celebrating all of their 
milestones throughout their wonderful journey at The Leo Baeck Day School. We are so 
excited for the start of the new school year in September and to becoming a part of the Leo 
Baeck family.                                                                                                                              

Micki and Sam Mizrahi,
Donors, The New Leo Baeck South Campus

The Mizrahi Preschool



The newest STARS at Leo Baeck are 
our North Campus Nursery, JK and 
SK students! Learn how we STRIVE 
TOGETHER AND REACH SUCCESS!!

At Leo Baeck we are always looking for 
new ways to enrich our program by making 
it more dynamic and exciting. This year 
we implemented STARS... Strive Together 
And Reach Success for our very young-
est students in our preschool department. 
Learn more about it...

This year our STARS program 
featured Sportball, Sing Along 

With Bryna, Thumbprint 
Adventures, Whimz and 

Mad Science.

"I loved having an animal on 
my head... I was a little afraid 
at first but was glad that I 
tried."
Jake F. is a risk taker!



SPORTBALL provided an opportunity 
to work on cooperation skills while 
building confidence and self esteem. 
Coach Ricky taught the children some 
fundamental skills while promoting    
the importance of cooperation and 
having fun!
SING ALONG WITH BRYNA gave the 
children an opportunity to learn new 
songs and actions each class. Learning 
Hebrew songs helped students connect 
to our heritage and intensified their 
feeling of Judaism.
MAD SCIENCE was hands on and 
engaging for all of the students. Our 
scientist was able to answer most of 
the questions that our critical thinkers 
asked! The children were excited to 
have a special “take home” item so   
they could share their learning with 
their families.

WHIMZ taught all about what it 
means to be a kind and gentle caregiver. 
The children were thrilled to touch the 
animals and got braver and braver as 
each animal was revealed. Our leader 
taught the children so many interesting 
facts about the animals and gave them 
the confidence to reach out and touch. 
THUMBPRINT ADVENTURES 
allowed the children to use their 
imagination to be anything, anywhere, 
anytime! Adventures took students on 
fantastic journeys right in their own 
classroom. Simple every day objects 
were used along with the help of a 
little creativity!.Everyone traveled to 
Shushan to meet Queen Esther and to 
the zoo to play with some furry friends!



On May 2, 2012, the Jewish Foundation recognized Hannah Davis, alumna of 
Leo Baeck’s Class of 2006/5766. Honoured as the first teen to write her story in 
the Foundation’s Book of Life, Hannah established her legacy fund through the 
B'nei Tzedek Teen Philanthropy program when she was thirteen years old. She 
continues her dedicated tzedekah work at Queen's University where she studies 
Kinesiology with the goal of becoming a sports medicine doctor. 

Fondly recalling her time at Leo Baeck as "one I wouldn't trade for anything” 
Hannah remains in touch with many of her Leo Baeck friends, and ‘feels at 
home and part of a community’ whenever she visits the school. Hannah credits 
Leo Baeck with teaching her to not only be a critical thinker but to stay true to 
her values and have confidence in herself. She identifies her participation in a 
5 kilometre run for the Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario (POGO) while at 
Leo Baeck as the experience that sparked her passion for tzedakah.

Hannah is a shining example of all a Leo Baeck alumnus should be. As a 
Bat Mitzvah she established her legacy fund and has co-chaired the Foundation's B'nai Tzedek Teen Philanthropy 
Program. She has also volunteered in Costa Rica through Habitat for Humanity and in Israel with Magen                   
David Adom. 

At Queen's University, Hannah continues to model the best in us all. She is an active member of Hillel, incoming 
chair of the Tzedek committee, and a member of the Executive of each of Queen's Conference on Philanthropy and 
Queen's Winter Adapted Games Executive Committee. In Hannah's own words; "Tzedekah and volunteering is 
definitely a large part of who I am. I learned this from my parents but also because it was taught and modeled at 
Leo Baeck."

We are so proud of Hannah and her generous spirit. Recently, she offered words of wisdom to our current students: 
"Do what you love, have confidence in yourself, and appreciate your time at Leo Baeck."                                   

Alumni News
EVERY LIFE HAS A STORY... 

Davis Family Left to Right: 
Lee, Laurie, Noah, Michael 

and Hannah



Our Graduates Transition to High School 
Alumni Survey Results of Graduating Class 5771/2011

How are our most recent graduates doing?

This year we conducted our second alumni survey to record, evaluate and assess how well our graduates 
transitioned into high school from an overall academic and social perspective as well as their parents’ 
perceptions of the same. Please see below the results along with a comparison to the first survey we 
conducted last year of our 5770/2010 graduates.

HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDED BY SURVEY PARTICIPANTS

NORTH CAMPUS 2011 2010
Public 30% 26%
Secular Private 0% 0%
TannenbaumCHAT 70% 74%

SOUTH CAMPUS 2011 2010
Public 39% 8%
Secular Private 9% 23%
TannenbaumCHAT 52% 69%

One of the most positive outcomes from the survey is the knowledge that our Leo Baeck graduates adjust to 
High School with ease from both an academic and social perspective. We are proud that our students feel a 
deep sense of social responsibility and connections as citizens of the world. We take pride in the successes 
of all of our graduates.

OVERALL AVERAGES 2011 2012
Academic Adjustment 4.3 4.4
Social Adjustment 4.6 4.8
Marks Same or Better 94%* 86%
Encouraging Social
Responsibility

North - 4.5
South - 4.7

North - 3.5
South - 4.5

Rating Scale: 1=Very Poorly Prepared, 5= Very Well Prepared

*100% of NC students responded their marks were the same or higher.

We look forward to continuing this process each year. We have gained valuable information, which will not 
only help adjust how we teach and what to focus on, but will remind us of the positive changes we have made 
in the lives of our students.                                                                                                                                             



When Jessica (Grade 1) and Sarah (Grade 3) walk the halls of The Leo Baeck Day School, they 
are following a path laid out for them by their mother Ruth Rudin (Class of 1984/5744) and their 
grandmother Vivian Berman, a founding Leo Baeck Day School parent.

"That first day at school was quite emotional,” Ruth shared. “Walking through the classrooms 
brought back a lot of happy memories. The friends I had then are people I’m still friends with today.”

This family’s story begins with Vivian Berman, now a proud LB grandparent, who enrolled her 
daughter Ruth when Leo Baeck was originally housed in the Redhill’s basement. “I was thrilled to 
discover that the Reform community would be represented in an educational institution,” Vivian 
shared. “Even though the school looks physically different today it still maintains the same core 
values of individual attention, engaging classrooms, experiential learning and a connection to the 
outside world. I truly believe that Ruth’s Leo Baeck education has shaped who she is today.”

Ruth is a child psychotherapist and also works in the field of psycho-education. “I deeply value Leo 
Baeck’s holistic approach to education. Each student is an individual whose academic, physical, 
and social needs are uniquely addressed. The teachers ensure that the students soar academically 
and are also dedicated to building their character and self esteem. That is why I wanted to send 
my girls here."

“We are so proud to have these LB generational families as part of our community – the numbers 
keep growing,” offered Head of School Eric Petersiel. Vivian is a member of the Nachas Club 
and Ruth is an active volunteer in the school. Their involvement in the school is very important 
to them.

The Leo Baeck Day School has linked three generations in a long-term commitment to education 
and Jewish values. "Leo Baeck is an incredible gift everyone should give to their children,” Vivian 
reflected. “It is the gift of a life-long love of learning, and a deep connection to their heritage 

and traditions that they carry with them 
throughout their lives."

Choosing The Leo Baeck Day School 
means a lifetime membership in the           
Leo Baeck community. Thank you Vivian 
and Ruth for being a shining example of  
the potential of our community. We are 
proud to have you as part of our Leo Baeck 
family!                                                                          

Leo Baeck, The Next Generation

Nachas News

Left to Right: Vivian Berman, 
Sarah, Ruth and Jessica Rudin



"Whoever teaches his son not only teaches son but also his son's 
son and so on to the end of generations." 
- Hebrew proverb

With the goal of taking part in an inter-generational art project, our 
Grade 4 students, under the guidance of Hedy Moses, North Campus 
Visual Art Teacher, participated in a very special "Legacy Art Project." 
The event was kindly sponsored by the Nachas Club, Leo Baeck's 
grandparent and special relatives group.

The project was based on the biblical story of Creation (Genesis). 
Grade 4 students had their very own day of "Creation" during which 
they researched and selected photographic images for inspiration (from 
magazines, the internet, personal photos, etc.) that illustrated their chosen 
day (e.g. students who chose to illustrate the day that God created sea 
creatures chose photos of fish). Once the students had their materials, 
they each invited one grandparent or special relative to visit our art 
studio, and together they spent a morning or afternoon creating a special 
art project. Under the guidance of Elizabeth Greisman, a well-known 
professional artist and painter who facilitated the sessions, students and 
their grandparents worked with acrylic paint on canvas board. Each 
pairing created a beautiful and unique painting, and the finished products 
are now being proudly displayed around the school. 

We are extremely proud to count our Nachas Club members as part 
of our extended community and family. The Leo Baeck Day School is 
committed to connecting our students to their rich past, dynamic present 
and bright futures.                                                                                      

Art for the Generations



As educators, we feel strongly that it is the 
right of every child to learn and grow in an 
environment where each individual feels safe, 
valued and included. It is our belief that the 
most effective means of achieving this goal is 
through a collaborative effort between teachers, 
administrators, parents and students, all of whom 
play a crucial role in the socio-emotional growth 
of our children. With this community-based 
philosophy in mind, a small group of parents, 
administrators and teachers came together to form 
our new "Respectful School Initiative."

The goal of the Respectful School Initiative is 
to foster a positive, safe environment for all our 
students. It was decided that the Initiative would 
form three sub-committees: Communications, 
Professional Development and Code of Conduct. 
Each sub-committee consists of teachers and 
parents who work together to further our goal 
of ensuring that our school is a safe and happy a 
place to learn.

One of the most successful aspects of the Initiative 
to date has been the "One of a Kind" campaign, 
which focuses on teaching our children to treat 
others with respect and empowering them to 
contribute to an emotionally and physically safe 
school environment. As a result of these efforts our 
students have participated in a variety of training 
opportunities in the areas of bullying, cyber 

bullying and social awareness and acceptance 
initiatives. The campaign also includes a 
newsletter that is geared toward students, parents 
and teachers and supplements the other social 
awareness initiatives being held around the school.

The Respectful School Initiative is always looking 
for ways to reinforce its positive message. To this 
end, aspects of the Second Steps social awareness 
program, which focuses on teaching empathy 
and emotion-management, are being included in 
lessons around the school. Teachers have been 
thrilled and proud to see and hear students taking 
initiative in relaying the message of kindness to 
others by putting a stop to incidents of whispering 
or hurtful comments. Students also made "Think 
Bracelets," which are worn on one wrist and then 
transferred to the other every time the student 
notices him/herself doing or saying something 
unkind. The bracelets foster self-awareness and 
are a way of impacting real change. Together 
we will work to create a kinder, more respectful 
community that honours individual differences.

We continue to look to you, our parent body, for 
your invaluable input about our school climate 
and for ideas about how we can continue to 
move in a positive direction. We look forward to 
keeping you informed as our journey to fostering 
a respectful and safe learning environment 
continues.                                                               

            "What You Plant Now 

Yvette Burke, Principal       Bev Gitter, Dean of Students      Respectful School Initiative Committee



You Will Harvest Later"                                            - Og Mandino



"We are proud to be part of Leo Baeck’s Annual Fund Campaign. The School is extraordinarily 
successful but still aspires to more. Our family is impressed with the exceptional and dedicated 
teachers, rigorous curriculum, and ambitious vision for the future.”
Rachel and Avi Goldfarb, South Campus Parents

YOU helped make a difference! Thanks to you, our community, our students’ education will be enhanced 
with new technology including additional SmartBoards and laptops at the North Campus as well as new 
programs for our Respectful Schools Initiative. Our New South Campus will benefit from additional 
materials, resources and equipment including computers for our brand new Computer Lab. Other areas 
of support included: School’s Greatest Need, Extracurricular Programming, Literacy Enhancement and 
Tuition Assistance. The Faculty Fund was once again a popular choice, giving our staff the ability to 
allocate the funds to an area of their choice within the school. Our students are already reaping the benefits 
of these new resources and programs. 

The Annual Fund Campaign has become a tradition at Leo Baeck, as it is at all other private schools, both 
Jewish and non-Jewish. The campaign provides funding for enhancements to the curricular program that 
add to our students’ educational experience.

Your participation as a parent, staff member, Board member, grandparent, alumni or community member is 
most appreciated. Making Leo Baeck a philanthropic priority in your giving portfolio ensures Leo Baeck’s 
future success. Thank you!

“Leo Baeck provides me a lifetime full of rewards. As a highly committed staff member, I feel it is 
my obligation to support the place in which I work. By giving to the Faculty Fund, I am confident 
that our incredible teaching staff will be able to continue to have resources and support teacher led 
initiatives within our school.”
Michael Levinsky, North Campus Middle School Coordinator

To make a gift to Leo Baeck, please go to: www.leobaeck.ca/supportLB Thank you in advance!      

Leo Baeck's Annual Fund Campaign 
"Make a Difference 2012"     



The Abrahams Family
Elaine and Joel Abrams
Neil and Cindy Abramson
Adler Family
Loren Altman
Arnstein Family
Judy Hirsh & Peter Ballon & Family
Ben Mogil and Marni Banack
Elissa and Justin Beber & Family
Wendy & Steve Bederman
Desmond Bender
Magda & Peter Benedek
Joey & Cindy Benedek & Family
Vivian & Graham Berman
Nicole Black & Family
Marion & Norman Bogo
Deron and Karin Brown
Robyn and Danny Buchman
Brian Park & Carrie Buckspan
Jordanna and Shai Burstein
Leanne Campbell Morra
Mona & Marvin Chankowsky & Family
The Chester/Horowitz Family
Judith & Marshall Cohen
Jed Schneiderman & Ariel Dalfen & Family
Laurie & Michael Davis & Family
Richard & Eva Davis & Family
Aimee Debow & Max & Chloe
Louis J. Devor
Nisa & Matthew Diamond & Family 
Ady & Rachel Dombrowsky & Family
Debbie & Adam Drutz
Alex & Renata Eisen
Wendy & Elliott Eisen
Rochelle Feldberg
Vered Feldman
Courtney & Warren Fireman
Valerie Benchitrit & Yannick Folgoas
Franks Family
Sharon & Mort Gaines
Anna & Alex Garber
Bryan Sloss & Susin Garber-Sloss
Zita Gardner
Miriam & Eddie Glaser
Lillian & Norman Glowinsky
Eddy & Nancy (Roth) Gold
Avi & Rachel Goldfarb
Noa, Liam, Natan, Vanessa & Oreste Goldman
Matt, Aviva, Jessie & Allie Gottlieb
Shaila Gottlieb
Keren & Alex Green

David & Margot Greenberg, Sydney, J.J. & Ben
Stefanie Greenspan
Avi & Irina Greenspoon
Elysa Greisman 
Nolan & Carol Grubert & Family 
Mark Weinstock & Donna Habsha
Erin Hafner
Bill & Roz Halman
Stacey Jacobs 
Jameson Family
Mark & Shoshana Jamieson & Family
Maggie & Martin Jugenburg
Brian & Amy Kalish
Marc Kates & Family
Mark & Alana Katz & Family 
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart Keshen
Shelley Klugman 
The Korman Family 
Zel & Sari Krajden & Family
Elayna & Jonathan Latsky & Family 
Arlene & Manny Leder 
Josefa Lerner 
Michael & Melissa Levin & Family
Jennifer & Noah Levine & Family 
Michael Levinsky
Ted Liss 
Sid & Lynne Lubelsky
Shelly & Louise Maerov
Lonni Margulies 
Shoshi Meron
Fagel Mitgang 
Amy Sieger & Garry Moore & Family
Jason Baker & Ellie Morch
Danny & Jill Morris & Family
Eric Petersiel & Tammy Moscoe
Scott Kugler & Marla Munk
Randi & Rob Myers & Family 
Harry & Jackie Nadler 
Gavin & Michelle Naimer 
Michelle Neinstein
Marc & Cheryl Newburgh
Bill Norman 
Cindy & Michael Opler 
Selma & Gene Opler 
Shawna & Matthew Orzech 
Judith Otis 
Leonard Cepler & Sorel Park 
Nancy Pencer 
Nola Perzow
Daniel & Jennifer Pollack
Efat & Eugene Powell 

Ellen & Ari Powell & Family 
Myra Presser 
Shirley & Harvey Rachman
Martin & Margit Rain
David & Natalie Rashkovan & Family 
Reich Family
Frieda Ribkowski 
Andrea Rifkin & Family
Susan & Robert Robinson 
Hillel Kurlandsky & Keren Romm
Sheldon & Susan Rosenfeld & Family 
Mia Saltz 
Lucy & Lawrence Saltzman & Family
Fern Glowinsky & Ian Sandler
Jonathan & Tamara Sandler & Family 
Randi & Peter Satok 
Sigalit Habsha & Robert Saul
Lawrence Axmith & Naomi Savage
Rachel & Gerald Schneiderman
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Scott 
David, Rochelle, Megan & Benjamin Shaw  
Arnold & Molly Shear 
Neil Shinder 
Helen Shoychet
Stew & Nooney Sigesmund
Aviva Sinuk 
Judy & Ernie Smilovits 
Ronna Rubin & Phil Smith
Jeremy & Randi Solomon & Family 
Carole & Jay Sterling 
Faye & Gerald Swartz
The Swimmer Family 
Tovah Tabacznik 
Gene Teeger & Family
David & Alissa Train 
Anna & Mike Tulman & Family
Stephen & Maura Turk
Jennifer Swimmer & Andrew Tylman
Lily & Michael Uster & Family
Helen Wajs 
Brian & Shelley Weiner & Family
The Wilders
Jeffrey & Brenda Wise & Family
Shari Zacks  
Ivan Zarenda 
Zoe Klein, Andrew Zimet & Family
Marsha & Stan Zinberg
Jean & Bernard Zinman
Jeanne & Raziel Zisman 
52 Anonymous Donors

The Leo Baeck Day School 
would like to thank the following supporters of this year’s 

“Make A Difference” Annual Fund Campaign:  



36 Atkinson Avenue, Thornhill Ontario L4J 8C9   |   501 Arlington Avenue, Toronto Ontario M6C 3A4
905-709-3636                   416-787-9899 

www.leobaeck.ca

A great idea, a cool medium and characteristics that we all strive for. After 
whole-class consultations, homebase classes from Grades 1-8 designed graphics 

for a skateboard to represent the learner profiles and IB attitudes designated to them. 
They are proudly hung up as an art installation at the North Campus. 

Skateboard to Success


