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As we complete the 40th anniversary year of The Leo Baeck Day School 
and consider how far we have come, two moments stand out as  
most meaningful. 

Early in the spring we invited back the first graduating classes from the 
new Atkinson Campus, which opened 20 years ago, to open the time 
capsule they had sealed 20 years earlier. Inside we found the speech 
Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld read at the ribbon-cutting ceremony, along with 
reflections on the power of Leo Baeck from every student in every grade, 
not to mention a set of the ‘92 Jays World Series winning cards. 

And just a few months later, we learned of the passing of Morrie Sorin z”l, 
the founding Director of Leo Baeck, who went on to lead a number of 
other innovative educational environments in North America.

The common theme through all is the Jewish journey, which Morrie felt 
could be best stewarded in a day school where the strengths of each 
child were valued and cared for. 

Those grads who came to celebrate 20 years were shocked to find 920 
Leo Baeck students this year, the most ever served by our school, but the 
goal remains the same. Whether they chose Leo Baeck for innovative 
educational practices and the International Baccalaureate, or the broadest  
opportunities in the arts and athletics, or the strength of the teaching 
faculty, we know that there is one main reason everyone chooses a  
Jewish day school education. The JEWISH! 

40 years, two campuses, ONE goalIt’s the Jewish!
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40 years, two campuses, ONE goal

We are the Champions…Again
Leo Baeck South won four championships in sports this year. The Lions 
went undefeated to win the JDSSL (Jewish Day School Sports League) 
Boys Softball Tournament. They took the Boys Soccer championship in a 
finals shootout. They brought home the trophy in Boys Junior Ice Hockey. 
And in a dramatic two-point win in the final set, LB South won the annual 
Dan Salsberg Memorial Volleyball Tournament at TanenbaumCHAT.

By David Bale

Sock Hop of Hope  
When Max Ezerzer – a Grade 7 North Campus student – tragically lost 
his father Albert z”l to illness this spring, Grade 8 held Sock Hop of 
Hope, a fundraiser for Chai Lifeline, the organization that helped the 
family through their difficult journey. “This would mean a lot to my Dad,” 
said Max (pictured with Middle School teacher Shari Standil). “And I 
know that he would be very happy to see everybody gathering up as a 
community to raise money for a charity that helped his son.”

A Roaring Tribute  
Combined choirs from Leo Baeck’s two campuses provided a stirring 
surprise finale at the city-wide Zimriyah Jewish schools choral festival 
in February. North’s “Glee-O-Baeck” and South’s “Baeck” paid musical 
tribute to the memory of Olivia Wise, the young girl who lost her battle 
with brain cancer last year. They performed Katy Perry’s “Roar,” the song 
famously sung by Olivia in courageous defiance of her illness in a video 
that went viral on YouTube. The Leo Baeck tribute video has had almost 
5000 viewers so far, and is still being watched at http://bit.ly/1l1fhMP

Feed the Deed Dude  
It was the Internet phenomenon of the year. Feed the Deed was created 
by Russell Citron (22), a Leo Baeck grad, together with buddy Josh Stern. 
“We both had the dream that it would become massive,” says Citron, 
“because it’s just peer pressure to do something good.” (You videotape 
yourself performing a random act of kindness then nominate someone 
else to follow suit.) Over 10,000 Feed the Deed videos have been  
uploaded worlidwide. Says Citron, “Social media can be used in a way 
that is powerful to improve the world, rather than the negative.”

LB Light and Brief – Defining Moments 
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work and planning twenty years ago – and  
forty years ago by our founders – deserves our 
heartfelt respect and thanks.

The students whose photographs now proudly 
hang in the hallway tell us about our roots as a 
school. Some of our current students can say as 
they pass by, “That’s my mom or dad. They went 
to Leo Baeck.”

By Yvette Burke, Principal, North Campus

Pictures worth a thousand memories

At our recent Rededication event to celebrate 
the 20th year of the North Campus Atkinson 
building, alumni from 1993-1996 reunited here 
and were so excited to see themselves in the 
photographs. They also shared the values they 
learned here, with statements like, “Leo Baeck 
gave us the opportunity to be ourselves, to learn 
about the rules of life, but most importantly it 
instilled the sense of community in a cozy setting 
that made learning exciting.” 

The fondness these young people 
had for each other is what really 
struck me the most. Many have life 
long friendships and were so happy 
to be together, sharing memories.  
The celebration evoked a feeling of 
pride at all the marvelous moments 
in the life of the North Campus.  
The incredible amount of devotion, 

These are just a few of the comments I 
overheard as our alumni stood by the wall of  
grad photos.

The alumni photos in the building entrance of 
our building date back to our first graduating 
class of 1982. It has been my personal project 
to collect and display these photos as we honour 
our past graduates. Without them and their fami-
lies, we would not have been able to build the 
vibrant community we are today.

It wasn’t easy to find the class pictures from 
our early years. There were no yearbooks, just 
class photos and often of split classes. In some 
cases these photos had to be retrieved from the 
basements of some of our grandparents. We then 
converted them into composites of graduation 
classes. Needless to say, it was an onerous task. 
But it was worth it.

Wall of Fame

“I can’t believe I looked and dressed like that.”  
“OMG we were so little.” 
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This year we made important advances in assessment practices, but  
listening to students speak from the heart shows that these initiatives are 
not only pedagogically sound, but foster a love of learning.

 “The portfolios are good because they have stuff from all over the year,” 
says Emmy Laurie (Grade 3). “We get to show parents our amazing work 
and reflect about how we are going to improve.” Her favourite portfolio 
entry was her fable-comic, because, “It was fun and also a lot of work, so 
you have fun and get educated at the same time.” 

She gets it. So does Ilan Aronowitz (Grade 4). During Student-Led  
Conferences, I observed him animatedly describing to his parents in both 
English and Spanish the elements of a story. “I enjoyed how I could show 
my parents what I was doing all year, with different subjects and different  

people,” he says. “I liked explaining how we did our projects and my  
parents were very proud.”

His favourite entry was the Lexicon, in which every person made up a 
word. Ilan’s word was Doodelmover, or someone who doodles a lot 
in class and has a hard time concentrating. Not only was the exercise  
creative and fun, but a memorable one, in which the students’ voices were 
valued. Says Ilan, “You feel happy doing it, so it’s worth the work.” 

The portfolios and conferences provide students a chance to display 
spontaneity and insight into their learning, while they take an increased 
responsibility for their academic progress. For parents, the reward is  
having both evidence of learning and a keepsake to hold on to.

It’s the students’ words 
and choices that count

Portfolio  
    managers

Much of what you have heard about the importance of assessment  
-- and the role played by student portfolios and Student-Led  
Conferences -- has come from the Administration and teachers.

But really, the students say it best.

By Lauren Sigel, 
Principal, South Campus
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child’s interests, encouraging them to pursue their 
curiosities and take risks, and to challenge them 
and create a foundation for life long learning.  
The way I see it, well rounded, socially connected, 
self regulated children who have been given the 
space to discover the joy of learning are better 
equipped to take on the academic challenges that 
lay ahead of them.  

to learn is relevant and meaning-
ful; when they are given the time 
and space to explore, develop their  
curiosity and do what comes most 
naturally to them – PLAY.  

In providing best practices for 
children we strive to balance what 
children CAN do versus what they 
SHOULD do. My mother could have 
taught me to make my magazine 
spread-worthy bed at 7, and I’ll 
bet with time and effort I would 
have been able to do it. But at what expense?   
I believe our children deserve the benefits of play 
and an education that values inquiry, discovery 
and learning through playing.

In my own classroom I work in partnership with 
parents supporting them through their child’s 
learning experiences so that they can sit back, 
relax and enjoy their child’s development. My role 
is to provide an environment that caters to each 

I didn’t learn how to make my bed until I was 
10 years old.  My mom, a little Martha Stewart-
like, covered my bedspread with a variety of throw 
pillows fluffed and puffed just so. Her theory? Why 
teach me something at 6, 7, or 8 that she would 
only have to teach, reteach and correct over and 
over?  She would show me when I was truly ready 
and able, and therefore expect the best little  
Martha out of me.  In all fairness, hospital corners 
could be tricky for a 7 year old.  The point here is 
that in our rush to see our children succeed, excel 
and get a leg up in an ever-competitive world, we 
have become misguided in our beliefs that sooner 
is better.  

Childhood developmental milestones have 
not changed in 100 years, yet our expectations 
for children’s academic achievements ignore this.   
I have had the privilege of teaching children 
for 16 years and what I know for sure is that  
children learn best when what we want them 

Sooner is not always better
The case for play based learning

By Janice Prazoff, Preschool teacher, South Campus
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Sometimes we tend to put story time on the backburner and our reading 
time gives way to the season.  It’s beneficial to incorporate reading into 
your child’s summer for many reasons. Studies have shown that “Summer-
time Reading Loss” is a common and a very real phenomenon, whereby 
our children  (especially our primary students) will return in September at a 
lower reading level than they had achieved the previous June.

According to Leo Baeck North’s Marni Appel (Language Arts teacher), 
“Reading through the summer helps maintain gains throughout the school 
year in accuracy, fluency and expressive reading. It is also a wonderful 
way to relax and unwind after a hot day. Encourage your child to read  
different genres.”

Reading summertime themed books is a great way to allow children to 
enjoy summer through literature.

Blackouts for example, have become part of summer heat waves, but they 
don’t have to be bad. BLACKOUT, a picture book by John Rocco, offers a 
great perspective and sheds some positive light for our kids and us on the 
brighter side of a blackout. This is a fantastic book to read to your children 
by flashlight with the lights out, under the covers or by a campfire. 

Another great summertime book is MY GARDEN by Kevin Henkes. In 
this book, Henkes explores and highlights the wonder and organic purity 
of a child’s imagination. The jellybean bush, the chocolate bunnies and the 
invisible carrots are just some of the fun, creative and imaginative ideas in 
this story. 

Summer, according to Risa Amar (another LB Language Arts teacher), “is 
the perfect time to expand one’s horizons and take new risks. Summer is a 
great time to improve skills, to read those books that have been gathering  
on the shelf that you didn’t get a chance to read during the school year 
when you were busy with projects and it is a time to experiment with  
new genres.”

 
Enjoy the summer. Happy reading.

Heather Feldstein is the founder of WordsByMom.com, a book review site 
of modern children’s picture books. She’s a freelance magazine writer – 
who has appeared on radio/TV news and talk shows throughout North 
America – and a Leo Baeck parent.

Summertime… 
and the Reading is Easy
 A maven’s tips on keeping up literacy during the break

By Heather Feldstein
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Three iconic Leo Baeck teachers retire

Gail Broudie

In Gail’s science class, we were encouraged to question, conduct experiments, and encounter  
the natural world with awe, wonder, and deep respect. The love of science, ecology in particular, 
which was nurtured in Gail’s classroom, started me on a path of learning, for which I am  
profoundly grateful. In the past five years, when Gail’s students come to Shoresh’s Kavanah 
Garden for a field trip, they excitedly share stories about the natural artifacts in their classroom, 
the experiments they are conducting, and run to eagerly share their findings in the garden with 
their beloved “Mrs. Broudie.”  It is clear that Gail’s love and passion for hands-on, experiential 
education is still just as strong as it was twenty something years ago when I was her student.
– Risa Alyson Cooper

If you are lucky, you had someone you regarded as “THAT teacher,” the one who made a profound impact you can 
never forget. As three of our finest retire from Leo Baeck, here are comments from former students – just a sampling  
– who regard each as “THAT teacher.”

Ted Liss

Mr. Liss was an amazing teacher who always went above and beyond his teaching duties.  
I remember going on our Grade 7 and 8 trips, and the next day when we were back at school 
he would present each student with a disk of pictures from our trip. He spent countless hours 
making incredible “morphing” videos of each student changing from their baby picture to their 
grad picture for our graduation ceremony.  
– Hannah Davis

Few teachers have had as large of an impact on my life as Ted Liss. I was never really excited 
by science until he began teaching me. He showed me just how interesting and challenging 
science could really be. Recently I graduated with an Honours B.Sc. from McGill University.  
I’m not sure I would be saying that if Mr. Liss had not been my teacher. 
– Matthew Shepherd

Hedy Moses

Hedy always kept me and my classmates interested by being fun, loud, and entertaining.  
Art class was always the highlight of my week, and even on the dullest days, Hedy always 
found a way to bring colour into our classroom. When Hedy found something that interested 
her students, she encouraged them to reach for it. She didn’t just teach her students how to 
draw; she taught them how to be creative in everything they would do for the rest of their 
lives. She shared her love and outgoing personality with all her students. Hedy, your time at 
Leo Baeck will always be cherished by kids, parents, and staff members alike. Even though you 
are finishing this Leo Baeck masterpiece in your life, thousands of people will continue to paint 
their lives with the tools you have given them. 
– Jesse Glowinsky

10 I  BAECK & CALL  SPRING 2014
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Buddy 
Call 

This statement by a Grade 1 student reveals only half of the equation in Leo Baeck’s 
Buddy Program. It pairs Middle School classes with younger grades to promote learning, 
community and fun. In a place where interpersonal skill development has become part of 
the fabric of school life, the proposition for both halves – younger and older – is win-win.

The pairing goes on inside and outside of the classroom, from Reading Buddies to 
a Buddies Seder and Buddies Shabbat to even Buddies field trips. It is a comfort for SK 
students on a field trip to have an older buddy to help answer their many questions.  
For the older students it boosts their sense of responsibility and mentorship. The one-on-
one attention on a field trip can only maximize the experience for everyone. 

The Buddies Program enables students at both ends of the age spectrum to contribute 
to their school community, while helping each other develop literacy skills. It is the role 
of the older buddies to help reinforce the tools of literacy that the younger buddies have 
been taught and in doing so the older students synthesize their own skills.

So what does this look like? In Grade 1, children learn to use eagle eyes, gathering 
information from pictures in the book before they begin reading. In Grade 6, the parallel  
strategy is called inferring. Grade 6 students are taught how to guide their Grade 1 
buddies in using the eagle eyes strategy, thereby solidifying their own ability to infer.  
Similarly, word attack skills are paralleled in both grades. Grade 1 uses the chunky  
monkey method to search for word chunks, while Grade 6 students look for affixes, root 
words, or word families. This model of peer learning enhances reading strategies for  
both grades. 

Buddies greet each other in the hallways and on the playground with hugs and high 
fives. The result? Stronger literacy skills as well as meaningful relationships. The Buddies 
Program helps build more than just buddies.

The authors are teachers at North Campus.

By Noa Daniel 
Rhonda Schlanger 
and Alina Tabak 

“My buddy is important because when I see  
her in the hallway she always stops and  
gives me a hug.”

Why we pair up  
younger and older students
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Prayer is such a central component of the Leo Baeck experience. But 
prayer, like belief in God, is abstract, deeply personal and different for each 
individual worshiper. Many wonder:  What do these prayers mean to me? 
To what or whom am I actually praying? What happens if my prayers go 
unanswered? All valid and admirable questions.

We’ve got you covered
By Rabbi Noam Katz, Dean of Jewish Living

Fortunately, our students and teachers embark on this spiritual pursuit on 
a weekly, if not daily, basis. And, just as well, they question and challenge 
the prayers written on the page, striving to make meaning of poetry written 
centuries ago. 

There is a singular moment in our prayers, though, when all students seem 
to be fully engaged and connected—the Mi Shebeirach prayer for healing. 
Unlike the more conceptual themes of Creation, Revelation and Redemption 
that permeate the pages of the siddur, every child can immediately under-
stand and resonate with the desire to pray for healing. Physical, emotional, 
spiritual healing. Healing of beloved relatives and friends, of those injured 
or ill, healing of broken relationships, of cities or entire regions of the world. 
Nothing seems to be as poignant and crystal clear as the yearning to heal 
and make whole the people in our lives that are suffering.

Prayer may not bring water to parched fields,
Nor mend a broken bridge,
Nor rebuild a ruined city.
But prayer can water an arid soul,
Mend a broken heart,
Rebuild a weakened will.

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, one of the most inspired and  
inspiring teachers of the 20th century, once wrote:  
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Under the Chuppah of Healing

Over the past two years, Grade 4 students at both 
campuses, along with their grandparents and special 
relatives, have created a L’dor Vador project that fuses 
art, prayer and this emphasis on healing. Each student 
designed a panel with symbolic images of healing. 
When grandparents arrived, they worked together to 
dye these designs onto a square piece of silk fabric. 
The squares were later sewn together and before long, 
each campus had a colour-rich chupat ha-refuah, a 
canopy of healing. 

This was no mere art project, but rather the creation 
of ritual art: a holy object that should create sacred 
moments of comfort and contemplation for future  
students, staff and family members. 

It has already been woven into our monthly Rosh 
Chodesh services, when, in the presence of the Torah, 
we invite anyone praying for healing to step under the 
canopy and feel the nurturing embrace of community 
all around them. It is not meant to cover up the pain, 
but rather, cover us in its strength and shelter us in peace.  

This overlay of prayer, artistic expression and inter-
generational community is what makes Leo Baeck such 
an authentic embodiment of Reform Judaism. 

Our chupot ha-refuah aim to achieve precisely  
what Rabbi Heschel envisioned — to water an 
arid soul, to mend a broken heart and to rebuild a  
weakened will.
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Annual Campaign supplements tuition revenue, enabling the school to go “above and beyond” in funding 
special academic initiatives and extracurricular programs. That includes athletic facilities, technology labs, 
and cutting edge professional development programs.

In Gratitude
To supporters of our Annual Campaign

Make your donation today 
Go to leobaeck.ca/supportleobaeck or contact the Development Office: 905.709.1999 x222  
or development@leobaeck.ca to discuss recognition opportunities.  A charitable tax receipt  
will be issued for the full amount of your gift. 

•  Enhance academic excellence through the Annual Fund
•  Donations in support of special projects
•  Siddur sponsorships & dedications
•  Planned giving opportunities, estate gifts
•  Sponsorships of Rosh Chodesh services, Grandparent and Alumni events
•  Tribute cards for all occasions

There are many ways to show your  
support for Leo Baeck

The South Campus is thriving in its spectacular new home. Participate in the 
Capital Campaign by naming a classroom or joining the major gifts family.

Guide their first steps to 
a bright academic future
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Capital Campaign dollars support specific capital projects, including the enhancement of  
facilities on both campuses. This ensures that current and future students will continue to grow 
and prosper in a state-of-the-art environment.

Giving Back Two families ensure a future 
of healthy living

LATSKY FAMILY

Jonathan and Elayna Latsky, with sons Shane and Harley,  
inaugurated the new playground behind the new South Campus. 
It was their family’s generosity - as well as that of a generous 
anonymous donor - that made possible the creation of the new 
play space, which will benefit students and the  
community at large for years to come. 

“Contributing to the playground was our way of modeling  
tzedakah for our four Leo Baeck kids and instilling in them a sense 
of pride of what our family was able to do in giving back to this 
great school.”
-- Elayna and Jonathan Latsky

NEISS-ARBESS FAMILY 

Sharon Neiss and Gordon Arbess -- with their children Adam 
and Olivia (son Josh is a 2013 grad)– cut the ribbon of the 
new South Campus Fitness Centre, made possible by their 

generosity. Individualized fitness programs are a key to 
helping teens prepare for taking control of their own fitness. 

The room will have strength as well as cardio equipment 
and students will have monitored support in setting fitness 

goals and improving their cardio fitness.

“Fitness has such a positive effect in all that we do so we 
are thrilled to share our healthy habit with our Leo Baeck 

family. The opportunity to have a state of the art fitness 
center under our roof is an outstanding complementary  

addition to the education that Leo Baeck delivers.”
-- Sharon Neiss and Gordon Arbess
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Sara and Mark Arnstein
Bev Abramson
Erin and Bram Green and Family
Ellen and Rick Howard and Family

Leo Baeck Parents’ Association
Sheila and Richard Rodney
Joanne and Jeffrey Roher
Rosie and John Uster

Marilyn and Eddie Weisz
Lynda and Marvin Wenger

In Gratitude Capital Campaign Donors

How does Leo Baeck  
spend your tuition dollars?

Total Revenues $12.74M*

Tuition $11.8M

Total Expenses $12.66M*

Grants $416K

Fundraising, Rental  
& Other Revenues  
$531K

Salaries and Benefits $9.97M

Other Operating
Expenses $1.29M

Educational 
Resources 

$333K

Occupancy & Plant  
Expenses $1.08M

Athletic Enhancement  

Academic Enhancement  Respectful School Initiative 
* 2013-14 Projected
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Occupancy & Plant  
Expenses $1.08M

Annual Campaign Donors  Gifts to the school during the period  
             of July 1, 2013 - June 23, 2014.

Deborah and Darren Abrahams
Lesley Abrams
Bonnie Goldberg and Adam Abramson and Family
Cindy and Neil Abramson
Dr. Paul Adam
Stacey and Robert Adam and Family
Jennie Addario
Andrea Himel and Eric Adelson and Family
The Adler Family
Marlowe and David Ain
Marla and Lorne Akler
Susan and Nathan Akler
Mary and Chris Albrecht
Daniela Alejski
Veronica and Mark Alexander and Family
Pam and Bob Allen
Sheila Allen
Ruth and Terry Altman
Rachel Andrew
Molly Anisman
Adam Anklewicz
Danielle Applebaum
Eleanor and Barry Appleby and Family
Jason Arbuck
Marinella Arduini
Amy Barkin and Steve Aronovitch
Michelle Atlin Levy
Naomi Savage and Lawrence Axmith
Debra Backstein
Rimma and Norman Badat and Family
The Baker Family
David Bale
Maria and Frank Balestra
Aylene and Bernie Balinsky
Judy Hirsh and Peter Ballon and Family
Michelle and Brian Barish and Family
Dina and Jared Barry
Etty and Jes Baru
Elissa and Justin Beber and Family
Karen Beckermann
Wendy and Stephen Bederman
Monica and Joe Belan
Tama Sirkis and Jordan Bender and Family
Cindy and Joey Benedek
Magda and Peter Benedek
Esther Encaoua de Benhamu and Daniel Benhamu
Dr. Rhonda Wilansky and Israel Ben-Ishai
The Bensimon Family
Miriam and Ted Benyovits
Vivian and Graham Berman
Dr. Michael Bernstein and Family

Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld
Audrey Birenbaum
Jen and Sol Birenbaum
Haley and Yoram Birenzweig
Erika Biro and Family
Nicole Black
Kathy and Jack Bloom
Jonathan Bloomberg
Zahava Kardash and David Bloomstone
Jody Blum
Jo-Anne and Eric Blumer and Family
Janice and Jeffrey Bly
Marion and Norman Bogo
Joyce and Mel Bornstein
Daniela Bottoni
Kimberley  and Joel Boyce
Erika Rubin and Adam Breslin
Gail and Gary Brown  
Karin and Deron Brown
Robyn and Daniel Buchman
Roma and Jack Buchman
Jesse Buchman
Claudine and David Buckspan
Lindsay Budd
Alison and Jeremy Burke
Yvette Burke
Rosanne and Phil Burns
Jennifer and Jason Burstein and Family
Shannon Carney
Betty Chak
Bosco Chan and Family
The Chankowsky Family
Mary and Harold Chapman
Julie Charlebois
Sheila Charters
Nita and Murray Chusid
Andrea and Chris Clark
Adrienne and Paul Cohen
Beverley and Sam Cohen
Hilda and Jerry Cohen
Lori and Jordan Cohen
Judith and Marshall Cohen
Honey Moore and Allan Cooper
Deborah Zinman and Robert Cooper
Ann-Marie Crabbe
Lisa and Jeff Dack and Family
Sally and Elliott Dale
Eva and Richard Davis
Laurie and Michael Davis
Aimee Debow
Gail and Stan Debow

Jerry Decker
Lisa DeLuca
Sue and Louis Devor
Gail and Leonard Diamond
Nisa Krongold-Diamond and Matthew 
Diamond
Veronica Domb
Barbara  and Gordon Donsky and Family
Judi and Arny Donsky
Dora and Issie Dorenbush
Shannon Moldaver and Daniel Dorenbush
Candice Drescher
Beth Skuy and Michael Edgerley
Suzy and David Elster
Margo Engel
Alysa-Beth Engel and Mitch Faigan and Family
Rochelle Feldberg
Carolyn Feldman
Linda Ferguson
Lesley and Bruce Ferman
Carmit and Dr. Yoav Finer and Family
Fingerprint Communications
Vivian and Hugh Finsten
Elisa and Jamie Fox and Family
Francine Walderman and Al Franklin
Judy Franklin
Esther and Jacob Freedman
Helen and Lloyd Freeman
Isabel Freeman
Roslyn Frieberg
Allison Cepler and Michael Friedman
Naomi Fruitman
Penny Fine and Hugh Furneaux
Carrie and Stephen Gaines
Sharon and Mort Gaines
Katherine Gardiner
Joan and Mark Garner
Roselynn Krantz and Jeffrey Gelgoot
Miriam and Eddie Glaser
Daniel Glassberg
Michele Glatt
Harriet and Martin Glazer and Family
Dr. David Glick and Staff
Rachel and David Gold
Sari and Ron Goldenberg
Fagi and Rabbi Edward Goldfarb
The Laing Goldstein Family
Seth Goldsweig
Lanny and Shelly Goluboff
Elana and Noam Goodman
Lauren and Mark Goodman and Family
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Lindy and Sheldon Goodman
Sarah and Matt Goodman
Susan Goodman
Sharon Ungerman and Zvi Gorlick and Family
Rabbi Emma Gottlieb
Aviva and Matt Gottlieb and Family
Linda and Bob Gottlieb
Shaila Gottlieb
Honey and Sam Grant
Leigh and Kevin Grant
Jordanna Graves and Family
Launa and Jerome Green
Shira Green
Jennifer Greenberg Loewith
Ena Greengarten
Irina and Avi Greenspoon
Nicole Saltzman and Eric Greenwood
Fauna and Allan Grill
Deborah and Denny Grubbs
Carol and Nolan Grubert and Family
Madeline Grubert 
Margot Grubert
Jodi and Harley Gurza and Family
Myrna and Gary Gutmann
Shana Haberman and Family
Pam Haines
Harvey Kalles Real Estate Ltd.
Ruth Morayniss and Leland Harris
Jane and Rob Herman
Michelle Hier
Evy and Stan Hiltz
Rochelle Chester and Daniel Horwitz
Lindsi and Michael Hollend
Insight Naturopathic Clinic
Anne and Joe Jacob
Sharyn and Ellis Jacob and Family
Liora and Jonathan Jacob and Family
Stacey Jacobs
Charlotte Jacobson
Shoshana and Mark Jamieson and Family
Margaux Janks
JCC’s of Greater Toronto
Michelle Jubin
Wendy and Maish Kagan
Dana Rocket-Kalles and Michael Kalles 
Jaiden and Parveen Karir
Evy Eisenberg and Jesse Karkoukly
Danielle Himel and Allan Kates and Family
Robyn Feldberg and Jarred Katz and Family
Alana and Mark Katz and Family
Laura Kauder-Wolloch

Stacey Kay and Family
Julie Berdock and Mike Kenny
Lisa and Stuart Keshen and Family
Melissa Muskat and Miles Kettner
Gillian Helfield and Eric Klein
Andrea and Peter Kline
Shelley Klugman
Carolyn and Eliot Kolers and Family
Katy and Clifford Korman
Phyllis and Jerry Korman
Elysse and David Koven
Golda Brown and Harry Krakowsky
Ruth Kerbel and Murray Kroach
Marla Munk and Scott Kugler and Family
Keren Romm and Hillel Kurlandsky
Ling Kwan
Jan and Mark Lapedus
Gina and Ron Lapsker
Jennifer Lebow
Arlene and Manny Leder
Leo Baeck Parents’ Association
Josefa Lerner
Robin and Paul Leszner
Jacki and Larry Levin
Linda and Ivor Levstein
Michael Levy
Roslyn and Herb Lewis
Kelly Grant and Michael Lewis
Elise Davis and Paul Lewis and Family
Rebecca Lewis
Rhoda and Jack Lindzon
Carolyn Ling
Dr. Charlene Linzon
Ted Liss
Carrie and Bryan Looman
Ruby Loughweed Yawney
Aviva Lowe and Family
Alysse Unger Luepann and Andrew Luepann
Danielle Lux
Merle and Seymour Mandel
Andrea and Rob Mansfield
Ronnie and Fred Mansoor
Jodi and Moish Margolis
Lonni Margulies
Karl Matar and Family
Mark Matar
Donald McCabe
Sarah and Jeff McCartney
Shelley and Roy McCartney
Hila Meisels
Doreen Menaker

Samantha Merkur
Shoshana Meron
Angela Merrett
Valla Mezei
Sharon Baratz Miller and David Miller
The Minsky Family
Micki and Sam Mizrahi
Marni Banack and Ben Mogil
Jodi Molner
Nancy and Herb Morino
Jill and Danny Morris and Family
Melanie Ruby and Aaron Moscoe and Family
Marlene and Mel Moscoe
Susan and Paul Munk
Cara Leonard and Russell Munn
Randi and Robert Myers
The Naimer Family
The Nathanson Family
Bari and Ian Nefsky
Cheryl and Marc Newburgh
Zelda Nisker
Sarah Zelcer and Michael Noble and Family
Peter O’Brien
Ontario Society of Nutrition Profs. in Public Health
Cindy and Michael Opler and Family
Gila Ossip
Judith Otis
Sherry Ovsenny
Sharon Fligel and David Papernick
Michelle Abbott and Adam Perzow and Family
Tami Moscoe and Eric Petersiel and Family
Fran and Mel Petersiel
Susan Plante
Stacie and Jonathan Pollack
Brenda Pollock
Dina and Jonathan Polon and Family
Maxine and Lawrence Polon
Carolyn Polster
Ami Starr and Jack Ponte
Efat and Eugene Powell
Nancy Prussky
Shirley and Harvey Rachman
Margit and Martin Rain
Natalie and David Rashkovan and Family
Lesley and David Reuben and Family
Gail Richey
Jillian and Jordan Robins
Rachel Goldman Robinson and Marc Robinson
Sheila and Richard Rodney Fund  
at the Jewish Foundation
Enid Roitman
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Samantha Merkur
Shoshana Meron
Angela Merrett
Valla Mezei
Sharon Baratz Miller and David Miller
The Minsky Family
Micki and Sam Mizrahi
Marni Banack and Ben Mogil
Jodi Molner
Nancy and Herb Morino
Jill and Danny Morris and Family
Melanie Ruby and Aaron Moscoe and Family
Marlene and Mel Moscoe
Susan and Paul Munk
Cara Leonard and Russell Munn
Randi and Robert Myers
The Naimer Family
The Nathanson Family
Bari and Ian Nefsky
Cheryl and Marc Newburgh
Zelda Nisker
Sarah Zelcer and Michael Noble and Family
Peter O’Brien
Ontario Society of Nutrition Profs. in Public Health
Cindy and Michael Opler and Family
Gila Ossip
Judith Otis
Sherry Ovsenny
Sharon Fligel and David Papernick
Michelle Abbott and Adam Perzow and Family
Tami Moscoe and Eric Petersiel and Family
Fran and Mel Petersiel
Susan Plante
Stacie and Jonathan Pollack
Brenda Pollock
Dina and Jonathan Polon and Family
Maxine and Lawrence Polon
Carolyn Polster
Ami Starr and Jack Ponte
Efat and Eugene Powell
Nancy Prussky
Shirley and Harvey Rachman
Margit and Martin Rain
Natalie and David Rashkovan and Family
Lesley and David Reuben and Family
Gail Richey
Jillian and Jordan Robins
Rachel Goldman Robinson and Marc Robinson
Sheila and Richard Rodney Fund  
at the Jewish Foundation
Enid Roitman

Make your 
donation today!
Go to www.leobaeck.ca/annual, 
or contact Linda Abramsohn at 
labramsohn@leobaeck.ca, 
or Call 905-709-3636 x222 
to reach the Development Office. 
 

Enid Roitman
Daniel Rose
Irith Rosen
Louise Rosenbloom
Suzanne and Larry Ross
Gail and Frank Roth
Gella Rothstein
Stephanie Shields and Geoffrey Rotstein and Family
Lynda Rubin
Ruth and Brad Rudin
Leslie Richmond and Benjamin Salmons and Family
Elliot Salmons and Family
Ketty and Morris Samel
May Sand
The Glowinsky Sandler Family
Lorraine and Alan Sandler
Sigalit Habsha and Robert Saul and Family
Nina and Roman Sawka
Hedi and Leon Schauder
Carol and Lionel Schipper
Ariel Dalfen and Jed Schneiderman and Family
Elizabeth Wolfe and Paul Schnier
Linda and Ricky Schwartz and Family
Doreen and Bob Scolnick
Barbara and Lorne Searle
Galit and Steven Segal
Marisa Seto
Ilana Shapiro
Jody and David Shapiro
Suzanne Kosky and Joel Shapiro
Ester Sharetski
Karyn Sheffe
Elaine and Arnie Sherman
Heather and Matthew Sherman
Shawna Cohen and Jamie Shields and Family
Janet and Norman Shiner
Gillian Tessis-Shnier and Jordan Shnier
Sarit Shor-Birman
Debbie Sirlin and Edgar Sigal and Family
Lauren Sigel
Edith and Bruce Silcoff and Family
Dena Silverberg
Gabbi Silverberg
Sari and Ari Silverberg
Vivian and Shelly Silverberg
Sari Simkins
Aviva Sinuk
Evelyn Sinukoff
Marsha and Eric Slavens
Ronna Rubin and Phil Smith
Garber and Sloss Families

Jenna Sobel
Randi Solomon
Pamela Sorin
Tamar Sorin
The Standil Family
Suzanne and Martin Stein and Family
Jonathan Steinberg
The Steiner Family
Carole and Jay Sterling
Melissa Kelman and Mark Stewart
Evelyn and Steve Stieber
Adina Stowell 
Students of JK3 SC 13/14 
Students of 2A SC 13/14
Students of 3A NC 13/14
Students of 5A SC 13/14
Students of 5B SC 13/14
Students of 6A SC 13/14
Lynda Sullivan
Betty and Suss Sussman
Evelyn Sutherland
Judy and Cliff Swadron
Faye and Gerald Swartz
Lanni Zinberg-Swartz and Rick Swartz
The Swimmer Family
Elaine and Brian Taran
Ruth and Howard Tate
Erin Taylor
Danny Tomassini
Toronto Public Health HC/CDIP RDs
Toronto Public Health  
Healthy Public Policy, Team 2
Leslie Toy
The TPH YWYJ Team
Sylvie and Ilan Tsafnat
The Turkel Family
Esther Tylman and Family
Suzy Tylman and Family
Donna and Aaron Unger
Union for Reform Judaism
Vibe Electrical Ltd.
Mila and Eduard Vinitsky
Natalia and Maxim Vishnyakova
Halina Vom dem Hagen
Nora Voon and Moti Jungreis
Helen and Philip Wajs
Patty Ward
Stephanie and Jason Warga
Shelley and Brian Weiner and Family
Li and Erez Weinreich
Matthew Weinstein

Judy and Jack Weisdorf
Stacey and Rob Weiss and Family
Janet and Herb West
Cayle White-Hasson
Judi Wilkie
Estate of Elliott M. Wilson
Patricia Title and Stuart Wilson and Family
Suzanne Wintrob
Brenda and Jeffrey Wise
Cheryl and Rabbi Stephen Wise
Yishai Wise
Ricki Wortzman
Nenita Yehieli
Dalia Rosen-Zaidener and Leonard Zaidener
Tamara and Adam Zalev
Mindy and Dean Zalev
Barbara Rusch and Donny Zaldin
Ivan Zarenda
Linda and Lawrence Zimmering
24 ANONYMOUS DONORS
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Operations
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Development

Linda Abramsohn
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Adam Anklewicz

Admission

Rachel Andrew
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Technology

Daniel 
Buczek

Reception

Debby Edberg

Office

Tara
Carey

Office

Brenda
Caplan

For performance in 
a supporting role



www.leobaeck.ca 21

In a school known for it’s warm nurturing environment, the warmth hits you the minute you come through the door.  
Whether they are in the front office greeting you and your children or in the back offices helping to keep two campuses  
functioning, these folks do more than their support staff job descriptions. They help create the pervasive family atmosphere.

On maternity leave: 
Claire Flotner

Adam Anklewicz is more than our  
I.T. Manager. He’s the photographer 
responsible for this photo spread.
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Finance

Rhonda
Gilchrist

Operations

Brenda
Gottlieb

Custodian

Evert Ortiz

Principal’s Assistant

Netta Zweig

Principal’s
Assistant

Cheryl
Greenberg

Office

Louise RosenbloomSecurity

Tandie Maughn

Custodian

Mr. Sam Kanapathy
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What I didn’t know when I took office
By Richard Davis

The next chapter
Two leaders in the Leo Baeck community move on

Laurie Davis:  
 A role model of leadership

By Eric Petersiel, RJE, Head of School

As my two year term as President of the Board of Directors comes to an end, it 
is a bittersweet moment for me. I came into this role with a fair bit of background 
on the school. I was an alumnus, proud parent, 5-year board member, donor, and 
most important, South Campus senior hockey team coach.

Nevertheless, I really had no idea: no idea about the deep dedication of our 
teachers and administrators, the passion of our parents, and the incredible donors 
and fundraisers. I had no idea about the importance of our school in the broader 
Jewish community, the Reform movement, and the community in general. I had 
no idea about the true impact our school has on generations of young minds and 
the leadership that will emerge from them. It was, in many ways, an overwhelming 
experience for me to be a part of this.

Call me sappy or biased, but Leo Baeck is a pretty awesome place. During my 
term, the Board and senior administration have led initiatives to move into a new 
South Campus, raise the bar of academic excellence, enhance our communication 
and school culture, address the issues of affordability, access, and assistance, and 
deal with countless other issues that came up along the way. 

Most recently, we have changed the core way students spend their days, with a 
specific goal of providing the best academic program possible. I am proud of what 
the Board and senior administration have accomplished, and I look forward to the 
future of our great school.

It’s hard to quantify the impact that Laurie Davis has had in her many 
leadership roles at Leo Baeck. Laurie served as the Chair of the LBPA  
(Parents Association) and shaped that organization which motivated  
hundreds of parents to get engaged in supporting the education of  
their children.

As President of the Board, Chair of the Capital Campaign and Chair of 
the Development Committee of the Board, Laurie has been an inspirational 
force for giving back to an institution in which she believes. 

She never shies away from a challenge and gives her all (and more) 
to each cause in which she believes. Laurie’s drive to raise the profile of  
Development at Leo Baeck has forever changed the financial outlook of our 
school and ensured the future of Leo Baeck is bright. For that we owe her 
deep gratitude and respect.
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belonging
A sense of 

The Diamond Family

It is deeply meaningful for South Campus parents Matthew and Nisa Diamond 
to be able to give their three children, Jaryd (11), Darya (8) and Rachel (5) the 
privilege of being educated as Jews who can openly celebrate their Judaism. 
Having agreed that Jewish education was a priority for them, in no small part 
because Nisa is a descendent of Holocaust survivors, the Diamonds searched 
for the day school whose values were most in line with their own. Leo Baeck’s 
value system, IB affiliation, teaching methods and warm community of parents, 
faculty and educators really stood out to them, and they felt confident that the 
school would be able to provide their children with a positive and meaningful 
Jewish educational experience. 

The Diamonds love that Leo Baeck’s dedicated staff and faculty adapts to their 
children’s individual needs while ensuring that they feel supported. They also  
value the emphasis on caring and respect for others that is reinforced daily.  
But what really makes the commitment worth it? “When our family gathers, 
four generations, with Holocaust survivors at the Seder table, watching our  
children tell the story of our people and their exodus out of Egypt, the true joy 
that fills the room is something that we find to be priceless.” 

In providing the gift of a Jewish Day School experience, the Diamonds are 
ensuring that their children will help tell their own children the very same stories.

By Rachel AndrewWhy they chose Leo Baeck

The Powell Family
Although one is more progressive and the other more traditional, Ari 

and Ellen Powell fundamentally agreed on the importance of providing  
their children with a strong Jewish education that struck a balance  
between a secular and religious curriculum.

When their children Leah and Ethan (11 and 9) grew old enough 
to begin asking questions about the cultural and religious traditions  
observed in their home, Ari and Ellen realized that they themselves were 
beginning to forget some of the historical and biblical reasons behind 
them. Knowing that it was important to understand the significance of 
the Jewish customs that they practiced, they felt strongly that a Jewish 
Day School could provide the education and background they wanted for 
their children. They’ve been happy to discover that Leo Baeck’s curriculum 
offers the perfect balance to satisfy each of their differing needs for both 
traditional and progressive cultural teachings and activities.

Ari and Ellen aren’t the only ones who have had a positive experience. 
Leah and Ethan described their teachers as “empathetic,” “nurturing,” 
“optimistic” and “funny” and love the sense of belonging they feel at Leo 
Baeck. As Ethan put it, “Maybe in public school, I would feel different but 
at Jewish school, I feel included.”
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Confessions of  
a surrogate “Ima”
Hosting ShinShinim changed everything

“Living and breathing Israel in our home day in  
and day out, sharing, laughing, crying  

– this is Israel engagement at it’s best.”

JERUSALEM, Feb. 2014 – It’s Erev Shabbat, the sun is minutes from 
setting and I have shivers down my spine as I look out at the magnificent 
view of the Old City.  After an exhilarating fast paced week on a mission 
to choose 22 Israeli ShiniShinim, we are about to spend our first Shabbat 
together getting to know one another in a unique and meaningful way.  
This is the beginning of the process that will bring these young Israeli  
emissaries to Toronto for one year to work in our schools, synagogues and 
camps and the search for 66 special host families is about to begin.

I remember hosting Ariel three years ago and there is no doubt in 
my mind that he changed our lives. So inspiring was that experience 
that a year later we hosted Yehonatan. I cannot describe the feeling of 
being a surrogate “Ima” (mom). It is so rewarding to know that these 
young men will be my children, and their families part of ours, forever.  
Living and breathing Israel in our home day in and day out, sharing,  
laughing, crying – this is Israel engagement at it’s best.

And so inspiring was that experience that I became the school’s ShinShinim 
lay leader. It became my mission to recruit warm and nurturing host families 
and all I wanted was for families to experience the thrill we were so  
fortunate to have had. My “Aha” moment was seeing the ShinShinim at 
Leo Baeck create meaningful and positive relationships, bringing modern 
day Israel into the lives of our children, faculty and parents and knowing 
that I had a part in choosing these young adults, the “crème de la crème” 
of Israeli society. Their impact has exceeded all expectations.

PRESENT – And so inspiring were THOSE experiences that I have now 
assumed the role of Chair of the ShinShinim Committee city-wide, taking 
responsibility for all 22 young Israeli emissaries coming to Toronto in the 
fall. I pray that many more families will become engaged and enthused in 
grasping at all that these exceptional young Israelis have to offer.

By Robyn Buchman, Director of Admission

Next year’s ShinShinim in Israel 
Far Left: Aviv Naftali and Tal Yitzhaki with Miriam Glaser, Hebrew Coordinator at Leo Baeck South.

Left: Asaf Grinshtain and Noam Touati with Robyn Buchman and Irith Rosen,  
Hebrew Coordinator at Leo Baeck North.

Current ShinShinim: Taly Epstein, Roi Meshoulam, Maayan Sharon, and Lior Doron
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“Both the writing and analysis skills taught at Leo Baeck have been 
invaluable in my academics and my work with the IOM in Uganda.”

That work has inspired Sophie to pursue graduate studies in public 
health policy. 

And the experience inspired her in other ways. “I could not leave East 
Africa without visiting the white beaches of Zanzibar and climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro.” But her adventure-lust for natural wonders did not stop 
when she left Uganda.

“I’m leading a 54-day canoe trip this summer through the Northwest 
Territories and Nunavut. We are starting near Yellowknife, making our 
way to the Coppermine River, and ending in Kugluktuk, a community in 
Nunavut on Coronation Gulf.”

We truly see the world…through Sophie’s eyes.

Sophie Roher is just out of Africa, recently finishing a three-month 
internship in Uganda, and wait until you hear where this 24-year-old 
alumna is off to next.

With an undergraduate degree from McMaster – and passport – under 
her belt, Sophie took off for Kampala. There she joined the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), as part of a health team working to 
decrease the rate of HIV/AIDS transmission in rural Uganda.

“A particularly profound experience for me was visiting clinics, where 
we delivered medical supplies,” says Sophie. “I was directly exposed to 
migrant populations that do not have access to health care.” 

She learned how the delivery of health services can life-changing  
effects on communities.“ I am 
grateful to have the opportunity 
to take part in projects for which I  
am passionate.”

That passion took root in day 
school. “The values of social justice 
and compassion that were instilled 
at Leo Baeck inform my interests 
and work in global health policy 
and bioethics,” says the 2004 LB 
grad, who attended both the Holy 
Blossom Campus (SK-Grade 6) and 
the Atkinson Campus (Grades 7- 8). 

Alumni Close-Up 

Passion for Tikkun Olam takes alumna to Africa
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By David Bale

“The writing and analysis skills taught at Leo Baeck have  
been invaluable in both my academic work and my work  

with the IOM in Uganda.”

Top Photo: Sophie with peer educators outside a health clinic. 

Left: Sophie on a canoe trip in James Bay, 2012

Next year’s ShinShinim in Israel 
Far Left: Aviv Naftali and Tal Yitzhaki with Miriam Glaser, Hebrew Coordinator at Leo Baeck South.

Left: Asaf Grinshtain and Noam Touati with Robyn Buchman and Irith Rosen,  
Hebrew Coordinator at Leo Baeck North.

Current ShinShinim: Taly Epstein, Roi Meshoulam, Maayan Sharon, and Lior Doron
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Early this spring, the North Campus celebrated by welcoming back board 
members, donors, and alumni students and staff from the years 1993-1996 
for a reunion event and rededication of the campus.

Board members and donors enjoyed a tasty lunch and were honoured 
for their contributions during the school’s formative years.     

“One could never have imagined, when we planned Leo Baeck, what 
an enormously creative, attractive and deeply Jewish institution it would 
become,” said Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld, a member of the founding faculty and 
Honourary Chair to this day. 

“The building is wonderful, but the school is really the people that were 
and are in it,” added Zita Gardner, former Director, referring to the staff, the 
board leadership, and the students. “And obviously all of that is still really 

good, because the school is doing so well. So it’s a bit of nostalgia, but a real 
joy to be here.”

Following the lunch, the halls were abuzz with excitement as our alumni  
entered the school and reconnected with their fellow classmates and 
teachers. Honoured guests then joined students from Grades 2 to 4 in a 
meaningful Kabbalat Shabbat service. 

Two decades later
Alumni return, remember, rededicate & reconnect

By Jodi Margolis

Twenty years ago, The Leo Baeck Day School North Campus stopped its “wandering” from one site to another and finally planted 
roots in its own home on Atkinson Avenue.

“Leo Baeck gave me the beginnings of a Jewish foundation,  
taught me how to live Jewishly and what that can mean.”
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A tasty dessert reception followed, and alumni witnessed the opening of a time capsule 
that was created in May 1993, to commemorate the groundbreaking of the then new North 
Campus. The contents included notes, reflections and photos, all sparking mementos of their 
years at Leo Baeck. 

“Leo Baeck gave me the beginnings of a Jewish foundation, taught me how to live Jewishly 
and what that can mean,” said Risa Strauss, graduating class of 1995.

This event was a testament to the importance of staying connected. For all of our guests, 
it represented a part of their past, a time to share memories and celebrate their years at  
Leo Baeck.

Jodi Margolis is the Alumni Coordinator for Leo Baeck.  She has three daughters who are 
South Campus Alumnae from Classes 2006, 2008 and 2011.

Among the founders (standing L-R): Susan Gordin, Stephen Morrison, (Rabbi Noam Katz with the guitar), Jerry Liederman, 
Hinda Weksberg, Rhona Birenbaum, Helen Goldlist, Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld, Andrea Rifkin, Zita Gardner, and Michael Paisley.
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Eyeful Towers

By David Bale

It shouts from the bulletin boards and table displays throughout the 
hallways and classrooms. It’s colour and imagination. Like the stately 
curved façade of the North Campus and the light-drenched architecture 
of the new South Campus…learning at Leo Baeck is enhanced by  
creativity and design. Art is woven into the fabric of school life and  
two iconic teachers inspire it all.

Two pillars of the Visual Arts inspire learning
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“The arts develop both creative AND analytical skills. By learning to think critically and  
creatively, students become better equipped to analyze and generate solutions throughout 
all subjects groups - a skill that is instrumental in every aspect of their lives. 

The quality of the student artwork at Leo Baeck is extremely high. Whenever I witness a 
student succeed at a difficult task or learn a new skill, I see the boost to their confidence 
in their faces.“

Gene Teeger, Visual Arts Teacher, South Campus 
(Architectural consultant in the redesign of the New South Campus)

“The role of Art at the Leo Baeck Day School is one that not only enhances the 
full spectrum of their education, but encourages students to see their world 
through a wider aesthetic lens and allows their unique creativity to shine.   

The Grade 8 Illuminated Manuscripts serve a two-fold purpose for the  
graduating artists of 2014: Not only do they demonstrate a personal journey 
and subsequent depiction that relates to their B’nai Mitzvah parsha, but it is a 
final artful example of the Elements and Principles of Design that these students 
have studied in the studio for eight years.“

Hedy Moses, Visual Arts Teacher, North Campus 
(Retiring after 30 years at Leo Baeck)
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north...
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There’s a conversation 
between Satan and God 
in the book of Jobe.  
Satan is presented as the  
angel who has God’s ear 
and wants to push the limits 
of God’s mercy and justice.  
In fact, throughout Jewish 
tradition Satan is portrayed 
as one who challenges us 
to think through the obvious 

and discover the meaning behind the obvious. In a midrash concerning the 
binding of Isaac, Satan challenges Sarah to consider what Abraham is really 
doing. He asks her, if this is a godly act, why has Abraham kept it secret 
from her? “Is not Isaac your son as well?” he challenges. 

Morrie lived his life as the challenger. He never looked for the simple 
way. When there was a choice Morrie always took the road less travelled.  
That Frost poem was a reminder that all true greatness is the result of 
rejecting the easy way.

He would have been a pain to be related to, and a hard person to have as 
a father and a husband. He certainly was no easy man to work for. He was 
loved and beloved and often misunderstood, but always Morrie.

On May 1 I was at Leo Baeck. It is now a school of over 900 students. 
I saw three former students whose children go to Leo Baeck. I saw the 
founding Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld. Only one topic passed through our lips, 
stories of Morrie Sorin. That will be his epitaph, stories of Morrie.

Morrie did not limit his wisdom to Tuesdays, it radiated out of his pores 
each and every hour.

This is one time it is easy to say, may his memory be for an eternal blessing.

Rabbi Steve Garten was director at Leo Baeck for eight years.  
He is retiring after more than 20 years as rabbi at Temple Israel  
in Ottawa.

Let me start at the beginning.

It is 1977. The phone rings and a male says, “Hello, are you Rabbi Steven 
Garten? What do you know about child-centered education?” I ask, 
“Who is it?”He says that he is the director of The Leo Baeck Day School.  
He’s calling from a pay phone -- no cellular phone then -- on the Ohio 
turnpike. Rabbi Gunther Plaut told him that I was a serious educator and 
did I want to be the director of Judaic studies at Leo Baeck. I’m stunned. 
Never heard of the school; never heard of Morrie Sorin. The only thing I 
recognized from this entire conversation was Ohio. Morrie took a breath 
and asked if I wanted to visit the school and talk. So I said, “Sure, anything 
for a free lunch.”

Ten days later I’m back in Toronto at Temple Emanu-El and Morrie quizzes  
me on what educational books I’ve read. He tells his assistant Karen  
Halbfinger to decide if I’m suitable to be molded by Morrie. I emphasize I 
knew nothing of the education Morrie was speaking of, but there was no 
way that I would give up a chance to work with this educational mad man. 
I had not met a more compelling personality and a more committed man in 
all my nine years of post secondary education.

So Karen told him I was malleable and he hired me for a job that I was 
totally unqualified for. Three years later I was a changed man. I organized 
the next 15 years of my professional life on the principles of Morrie Sorin: 
children first, no child is ever a lost cause, learning is a journey made step by 
step and each journey is unique, teachers are facilitators, guides -- not bar-
tenders who pour a liquid into a glass -- children are always willing to learn 
if you find the right connector. Jewish learning is about the essence of a 
good life and learning to be a mensch. A Torah scholar who double parks on 
Eglinton and Bathurst and steals is not a Torah scholar. Often, I found willing 
participants in this educational venture. Sometimes I was rowing against the 
tide. Morrie would understand the necessity to rail against the wind.

Morrie Sorin z”l

Morrie Sorin was an individual who shaped 
so much of my life, your life, your lives and 
the lives of hundreds of children and parents.  
I would have felt that my presence this  
morning was in some small way a payback  
for all that he did for me.

Founding Director of  The Leo Baeck Day School

By Rabbi Steve Garten, Ottawa, May 15, 2014

Morrie lived his life as the challenger.  
He never looked for the simple way.
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Baeck-scape “I’ve heard enormous amounts about Leo Baeck. If you take 
what you’ve been given by this school – everything they’ve 
taught you – and take that through high school and university, 
but at the same time, you make it your job to understand the 
Canadians who have lived here from time immemorial…  
you’ll change this country. You’ll make it such a better place.”  
 
-- The Right Honourable Paul Martin

April 10, 2014
Paul Martin, former Prime Minister of Canada, addresses the combined 
Middle Schools from both campuses of Leo Baeck. He visited with the 
knowledge that the school’s Tikkun Olam (social justice) efforts have 
included a focus on childhood poverty, a problem which is acute among 
aboriginal people in Canada.
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Success beyond 
Leo Baeck

Shane Feldman
Leo Baeck grad 2008

Founder & Executive Director of Count Me In, the world’s largest 
youth-led movement, promoting volunteerism, leadership, and positive 
social change through student conferences across North America.

“Looking back, it is clear that the caring, family-like atmosphere 
embodied at Leo Baeck had a significant positive impact on  
my childhood.”

Let us show you what Leo Baeck can  
offer your family. Call to book a  

private and personal tour:

Robyn Buchman, Director of Admission at  
905-709-3636 ext 224 or rbuchman@leobaeck.ca

Our grads continue along a path 
to exceptional academic and 
professional achievement.


