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We see the world  
in your child

Voice of The Leo Baeck Day School

Lyrical Lyrit
Can they read yet?

40 YEARS  
of wondering
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Open the doorways  
 to learning 

What Does the Pew  
Research Tell Us?

Jewish education matters. That may sound self-evident or not very inspiring, but it 
is important to keep in mind as we consider the future of Leo Baeck and the larger 
Jewish community.

The Pew Research Centre’s “A Portrait of Jewish Americans,” the largest demo-
graphic study of American Jews in a decade, set the Jewish world abuzz, with profes-
sionals and pundits analyzing implications and drawing conclusions. 

 The numbers were scary: levels of Jewish affiliation are dropping, intermarriage is 
rising and the percentages are the worst among the youngest generations. As we ask 
ourselves, “What can we do to ensure that a strong, vibrant Jewish community exists 
for our children and grandchildren?” we need to look no further than Leo Baeck.

Yossi Prager, executive director for the AVI CHAI Foundation, says that Jewish educa-
tion is a game changer: “The only way to retain the next generation will be to inspire 
them to desire and love substantive Jewish life. If enough Jews can be so inspired, the 
Jewish future will be far rosier than the snapshot offered by the Pew study.”

If we want to ensure a strong Jewish future, then Jewish day school should be the 
investment priority. Our schools educate the next generation of Jews and provide 
them with the knowledge and passion to chose Judaism. By supporting Leo Baeck, 
you help ensure that our Jewish faith continues to flourish.

The Pew Study is a wake up call to our community that investing in Jewish education 
will provide a return for generations to come.

By Laurie Davis, Development Committee Chair and Past President

Make your donation today 
Go to leobaeck.ca/supportleobaeck or contact the Development Office: 905.709.1999 x222  
or development@leobaeck.ca to discuss recognition opportunities.  A charitable tax receipt  
will be issued for the full amount of your gift. 

•  Enhance academic excellence through the Annual Fund
•  Donations in support of special projects
•  Siddur sponsorships & dedications
•  Planned giving opportunities, estate gifts
•  Sponsorships of Rosh Chodesh services, Grandparent and Alumni events
•  Tribute cards for all occasions

There are many other ways to show your 
support for Leo Baeck

The South Campus is thriving in its spectacular new home. Participate in the 
Capital Campaign by naming a classroom or joining the major gifts family.

 

Dedicate a mezuzah. These mezuzot adorn the spectacular art installation 
near the Kimel Family Chapel and every doorpost in the new South Campus, 
and were created by our very own students and faculty.
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The Leo Baeck Day School 
North Campus 
36 Atkinson Avenue  
Thornhill, Ontario 
L4J 8C9 
Phone: (905) 709-3636 
Fax: (905) 709-1999 
 
General Inquiries info@leobaeck.ca

Follow us: 

 

South Campus 
501 Arlington Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario 
M6C 3A4 
Phone: (416) 787-9899 
Fax: (416) 787-9838 

By Eric Petersiel, RJE, Head of School

Editor David Bale 
Design/Layout Agency Nextdoor  
Printing Incredible Printing 
Photography Kevin Diamond, Bailey Diamond, David Bale 
Special Thanks Linda Abramsohn, Hailey Adams, Rachel Andrew,  
 Robyn Buchman, Jake Birman,Cheryl Greenberg, 
 Sam Katz, Brad Rudin
Baeck & Call 
is published twice a year through The Leo Baeck Day School’s Communications and 
Development Departments and is distributed to more than 4000 Leo Baeck parents, 
grandparents, alumni and friends of the school.

Cover: Leo Baeck North Campus

The traditional Jewish greeting on a birthday is “ad me’ah v’esrim,” 
“May you live to 120” (the age that Moses lived out his days). 

Now in the 40th year of The Leo Baeck Day School, we are one-third the 
way there! This issue of Baeck & Call takes us back from where we have 
come and explores how bright our future is. As the only Jewish Interna-
tional Baccalaureate World School in Canada and the largest Reform day 
school in North America, it is often hard for our founders to believe how 
far we have come. 

This year we will rededicate our North Campus, built by visionaries 20 
years ago to service the evolving demographics of the Jewish commu-
nity. On March 28 we will open a 20 year old time capsule with alumni, 
parents and staff from the past; we don’t know what was sealed inside! I 
am sure it is full of the dreams and hopes of our young graduates, whom 

we know have gone on to great success, personally, academically and 
professionally. But what has been so magical on the journey are the 
relationships they have formed among themselves, and how the people 
they met as young students at Leo Baeck have helped to shape their 
entire lives.

These are the moments we treasure from our past which also shape our 
future. Ad me’ah v’esrim!

Celebrating a rich past and a bright future40!
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Lights, classroom, action! 
Award-winning film director Alan Zweig gives 
pointers to young would-be filmmakers at LB 
South. Zweig’s latest film, When Jews Were 
Funny, won the best Canadian feature film 
award at the recent Toronto International  
Film Festival. 

By David Bale

Right to Play  
“When children play, the world wins,” said 
Perdita Felicien, Olympian and World Champion 
hurdler who visited LB South. The ambassador 
for Right to Play, the organization in support 
of children in war torn countries, inspired  
students to action.

Baeck to Baeck  
In this year’s “Battle of the Baecks” boys  
basketball game between LB North and 
South, both teams left it all on the court. 
The good news: Leo Baeck won. The better 
news: it was a game of sportsmanship and 
brotherly fun.

Latka details at 11  
CBC TV came to Leo Baeck for its evening 
news report on the first candle of Chanukah.  
Reporter Charlsie Agro asked the LBPA  
volunteers about the chief ingredient in  
latkas, besides potatoes. The answer was  
easy: l-o-v-e.

Ssssssnakes are sssoo cute  
And so are chinchillas, turtles and other  
animals. That is the theme of the STARS 
WHIMZ program, which visits the Preschool, 
teaching children to respect, understand, and 
not fear the animal kingdom.

Hear them roar  
Inspired by the memory of the late Olivia 
Wise, these North Campus girls created over 
500 colourful bracelets in the spirit of Tikkun 
Olam, raising over $1000 for the Liv Wise 
Fund for cancer research.  

LB Light and Brief  
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Purim in Zooshan

All kids 12 
and under 
are free!

A Family Purim Celebration at the Toronto Zoo 
with Temple Sinai and Leo Baeck!
Sunday, March 16 from 9.30 a.m. to 12.00 p.m.

• Fun activities for kids of all ages!
• Hamentaschen
• Megillah reading, and more!
• Dance party with Bounce Entertainment 

Register online at www.templesinai.net.
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With these wise words, Aristotle recognized the value of the past as a 
means that leads us to appreciate the present. Now in our 40th year, The 
Leo Baeck Day School has the means to honour and protect our past. By 
doing so, we can better understand and value our present and prepare and 
plan for our future. We have created an archive in the Resource Centre at 
the South Campus that will house our valued resources dating back to the 
school’s founding. 

What is an archive?
Think of what things you value most. Do they include pictures, letters, 

documents or videos of important events in your life? Most likely you will 
answer with a resounding “YES!” That is what the Leo Baeck Archive is 
comprised of as well. We have documents tracing back to 1973 when the 
Committee for a Reform Jewish Day School first met prior to our inception, 
whose mandate initially was to determine whether there was any interest 
in providing Reform Jewish day school education in Toronto. (There clearly 
was!) We have yearbooks that are 30 years old, with pictures of students 
who are now parents of children in our school. We have a letter from Rabbi 
Gunther Plaut endorsing that we name the school after Leo Baeck, his 
mentor. It is a rich and diverse collection that encapsulates the incredible 

growth of our school and highlights the contribution that we have made to 
our city and the broader Reform movement. 

But there is no point, especially in an educational setting, of an archive 
simply existing to house “old” material. Our archive will be a living, working 
resource for our students and staff. Students will have the opportunity to 
work with primary documents in the Resource Centre in order to develop 
key critical thinking skills. Teachers can also incorporate authentic and 
meaningful archive documents into their lessons. The opportunities the 
archive affords are abundant and varied.

We welcome any materials from alumni and current families suitable for our 
archive. For information on what materials we will accept and the conditions of 
acceptance please contact rchester@leobaeck.ca. 

By Rochelle Chester, Lead Teacher-Librarian

“If you would understand anything, observe its beginning  
and its development.” - Aristotle

Archive holds 40 years of school’s history

Oy, the Vault

The archive was dedicated by Zoe Klein and Andrew Zimet in honour 
of their son Sasha Klein.

The first school T-shirt and original edition of Baeck & Call.
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When the first administrator of The Leo Baeck Day School, David Steinhauer,  
sent an application to the Ontario Ministry of Education to register the 
School,  the form was returned in the mail with an annotation asking us to 
“have Mr. Baeck sign the form and return it to the Ministry.”  After several 
phone calls to civil servants, we persuaded them that Rabbi Baeck was 
really dead and that somebody else could sign the registration form in his 
stead. Their misunderstanding seemed like proof of the ancient rabbinic 
dictum that “there are those who are alive who are as if they are dead, 
and those who are dead who are as if they are alive.”

Rabbi Leo Baeck continues to live on in the hearts and minds of the 
thousands of students whose school bears his name. It was one of his 
disciples and an early supporter of the School, Rabbi Gunther Plaut, who 
first suggested the name. Rabbi Plaut was himself a refugee from Germany 
where the Nazis dehumanized the Jews by forbidding their association 
with other Germans, banned their attendance in public places and at public 
events, destroyed their synagogues and ultimately exterminated them  
during the Shoah. Until that time, Rabbi Baeck had been a renowned 
teacher and leader of the Jewish community. 

After the Nazis came to power in 1933, Rabbi Baeck worked hard as 
president of the Jewish community to defend it against the terrible crimes 
committed against its members. In 1943 he was deported to the Theresien-
stadt concentration camp in Czechoslovakia where he continued to give 
lectures which inspired many of the other prisoners and, by his incredible 
influence, helped many to survive. Almost miraculously, he also survived 
and after the war, emigrated to England and then to the United States, 
where he served briefly on the faculty of the Reform rabbinic seminary, the 
Hebrew Union College. He died in 1956.

Other institutions have been named after him including a temple in Los 
Angeles. It was at the dedication of that synagogue that a rare film of him 
was made. It found its way to the archives of the Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati, where I worked in 
the audio/visual lab and was 
able to help preserve it.

In remembrance of Rabbi 
Baeck’s scholarship and wis-
dom, his courageous spirit, 
and his devotion to the Jew-
ish People, we have called our 
school by his name.

By Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld, CM

 Rabbi Baeck worked hard as President of the Jewish 
community to defend it against the terrible crimes 

committed against its members.

Leo Baeck? 

Who 
WAS

Arthur Bielfeld is Rabbi Emeritus of 
Temple Emanu-El and Honourary Chair of 

the Board of The Leo Baeck Day School
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are surrounded by a nurturing community such 
as the one fostered at Leo Baeck, the confidence 
to go out and change the world, or become an 
active member of your Jewish community and 
world at large becomes a lot less daunting. 

I always encourage our students to nour-
ish their relationships as they make their way 
through their academic journey. It will help  
develop a well-rounded education that will no 
doubt lead them to accomplish great things.

By Yvette Burke, Principal, North CampusA nurturing school is all about cultivating relationships

A graduate who recently returned for a visit 
shared with me, “Leo Baeck contributed to my 
motivation to go on the March of the Living.” 
He mentioned that without his connections fos-
tered here he doubts he would have had the 
confidence to go on such an emotionally charged 
trip nor develop supportive relationships through 
the experience. My eldest daughter, a Leo Baeck 
graduate, is closest today with the friends she 
connected to in her elementary school years. 
Today, they are attending each others’ weddings 
and raising their generation of children together. 

It is amazing that the lasting relationships that 
were forged during their years here have made 
such an impact. This is not to suggest that its 
importance can replace academic pursuit and 
achievement. As the late Nelson Mandela said, 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the world.” But when you 

That is how one student responded to hearing 
my testimonial in the context of a Grade 8 unit 
on human migrations, when I shared my own 
childhood journey from Czechoslovakia to Israel 
to Canada. 

Her reaction was a reminder to me of the im-
portance of cementing relationships amongst our 
Leo Baeck family. Relationships are constantly 
growing in the soil we nourish day to day. 

Non-academic goals are so often undervalued. 
In life, positive, meaningful relationships sustain 
and inspire us. It really is essential for our stu-
dents to build trusting interactions for dynamic 
problem solving, to be able to advocate for  
themselves, and to develop confidence in their 
own choices. 

Through their connections with teachers, peers 
and their community, students are enabled to 
face life’s challenges outside of the school walls. 

The Unexpected             
Dividends

“Our connection and our relationship has grown stronger due to her opening up about her migration story”
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By Yvette Burke, Principal, North Campus

One of the central principles upon which our school is based is 
the Jewish philosophy of Tikkun Olam – healing the world. It is 
ingrained in every part of our school experience from JK to gradu-
ation and beyond.

Schools teach a range of skills.  In the same way that we hope 
that the academic skills carry on throughout their lives, so too do 
we aim to prepare students for a life-long journey of giving back.

The Weinstein family started at the school in 2003. Eytan, who 
is currently in Grade 10 at TanenbaumCHAT was president of our 
Tikkun Olam Committee when he was in Grade 8.  He has since 
remained very committed to issues of social justice through “Me 
to We,” recently helping to build a school in Ecuador. Today, Eytan’s 
sister, Tevy, is an active member of the Tikkun Olam committee and 
will assume the role of co-president later in the year.

Our glee club (“Baeck”) started a tradition of singing songs of 
social justice and raising funds for worthwhile causes, such as 
building a school in Africa and a playground in Israel. Leo Baeck 
has long been actively engaged in Tzedakah. We partnered with 
Holy Blossom Temple for both the Out of the Cold Program and 
Mitzvah Day, in which students and parents bring comfort to  
the needy. 

Early in the Leo Baeck experience, students learn about mitzvot 
through real action. Grade 5 students work with Project Give 
Back, an organization dedicated to developing awareness and 
empathy in young children, by presenting their own research on a 
cause that is meaningful to them.

As a school, we respond to world and local events, such as 
the blanket drive for the typhoon victims in the Philippines, the 
Passover food drive and collecting knapsacks for children in Haiti  
following the earthquake.

This year students were motivated by a visit from Perdita Felicien 
from Right to Play. Their enthusiasm to give back through play 
and sports was contagious and so this year, we had a sporting 
equipment drive as well as an afternoon of activities to benefit 
Right to Play.  

Our students are our future. They will take the reins one day and 
become leaders in the world. It is our hope that the value that Leo 
Baeck places on Tikkun Olam will encourage them to give back 
in meaningful ways to their families, community, and the world 
at large.

We see empathy in your child
Preparing students for a life of giving back
By Lauren Sigel, Principal, South Campus

Tikkun Olam – healing the world. It is ingrained 
in every part of our school experience

Rabbi Elazar said: 
Tzaddikim - good people - say little and do much.
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By Rabbi Noam Katz, Dean of Jewish Living

This past August, as I bade farewell to my role as the Dean of Jewish Living  
at URJ Camp George after four memorable summers, I took a moment to 
reflect over the calming ripples of Maple Lake. I realized that I had just 
marked my 28th year being part of a Jewish summer camp community, a 
gateway to lifelong Jewish engagement.

 As far back as I can remember, spending my summer in an immersive 
Jewish outdoor environment has been something I eagerly anticipated with 
the first signs of spring and desperately missed as soon as we boarded the 
bus home. 

Upon my Rabbinic ordination from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion in 2010, I was thrilled to accept the pioneering position of 
Dean of Jewish Living for both The Leo Baeck Day School and URJ Camp 
George. This dual role afforded me the opportunity to blend formal and 
informal Jewish learning; to train the next generation of Jewish leaders; and 
to foster relationships with over 1500 campers, students and their families 
every year. Especially when I witnessed my Leo Baeck students make the 
journey up to Parry Sound with me, I could sense how deeply their Jewish 

souls were being elevated in both places, how the Hebrew prayers learned 
during the school year were enhanced by drum-laden folk melodies around 
a campfire, and how their Jewish commitments were being reinforced and 
strengthened in each setting.

Camp also rejuvenated me with new energy and ideas upon my return 
back to school. Camp George’s trademark “Choose-Your-Own-Tefilah”  
inspired our new host of Jewish learning electives for students in Grades 
5-8 this year. Many of Camp George’s prayer melodies have made their 
way into our Kabbalat Shabbat services, and its dynamic Israel engagement 
programs have been adapted for school use. Again and again, I see the 
invisible lines of connection, the core values of respect and inclusiveness, 
and the celebration of Jewish life that bind these two institutions together. 

Leo Baeck and Camp George are vibrant, relevant, spiritual, and person-
alized Jewish communities at their best. And I am proud to have lived in 
both worlds.

Where Jewish camp and school cross paths

“My songleaders inspired hundreds to rock out during song session or 
lend harmonies to a lakeside Shabbat service. And they inspired me to be 

a guitar-playing, drum-beating Rabbi.” – Rabbi Noam Katz

Learning can be 
“in tents”

Rabbi Noam Katz at URJ Camp George, August 2013, 
being honoured for his years of leadership.
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Changing midstream can be daunting. At Leo 
Baeck we understand the challenges faced by 
students who join our family in the midst of 
their education. I understand more than most, 
as this year I made that same transition into the 
Leo Baeck family. For me, the transition was a 
truly positive experience thanks to the warm 
communal atmosphere that awaited me here. 
So how do we ensure that new students enter-
ing our school in the middle of their educational 
path feel just as welcomed as I did? 

There are a number of steps involved that 
helps demystify the new environment for all.  
It starts with a school visit, where a new student 
will spend half a day in a class. This exposes the 
student to new classmates and teachers as well 
as experience how our school runs. 

Next, in conjunction with the Leo Baeck Parents 
Association, the new families are “buddied” with 
a Leo Baeck family. This “buddy” system allows 
the new families to have a mentor family to an-
swer any questions. Prior to school starting, new 
students will meet with administration to explain 

how our school year begins, timetabling, lockers, 
lunch, as well as answering any questions. New 
students and their families are encouraged to 
attend the beginning of the year barbecue. We 
encourage new parents to get involved with the 
LBPA, become familiar with the school website, 
calendar and other school publications. 

Finally, once the school year begins there are 
many check-ins. Teachers frequently call and 
email new families, as do the buddy families 
and administration as a way to support the new  
students and their families. 

For me, and our new students, the personal 
touch given to ensure that a smooth transition 
occurs is a given at Leo Baeck. A famous proverb 
says that in order to raise a child, it takes a village. 
At The Leo Baeck Day School, that is what we do. 

By Dorothy Hartman, Vice Principal, North Campus

Enter Smiling  
Changing schools midstream: how we make it seamless

“Our daughter has adjusted marvelously.  
She made new friends right away and is  

getting involved with as many things  
as possible.”

“My son feels like he is home and it  
shows daily. Leo Baeck has wonderful  
staff and children that have accepted  

him with open arms.”
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By Alissa Train

better
Middle School secret revealed by a 
parent who has gone the distance

Benjamin Franklin said  
“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”

12 I  BAECK & CALL  SPRING 2013

Since 2005, my husband David and I have had the privilege of 
investing in our children’s education at Leo Baeck. The return on 
this investment has been invaluable. 

As a teacher with the Toronto District School Board since 1999, 
I have had the opportunity to work, partner, and understand the 
inner workings of a Middle School. Allow me to let you in on a little 
secret. The Leo Baeck Middle School has set the bar high.

While some of your children are on the road exploring the  
Primary and Junior years, Middle School is just around the corner, 
and you don’t want to miss out.

Leo Baeck’s Middle School curriculum is rich and well rounded, 
engaging students on so many levels. Combined with the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate MYP (Middle Years Programme), students are 
being challenged to critically question, evaluate and investigate 
their choices and actions. All the while, it prepares them for this 
ever-changing fast paced technological world.

What happens in an LB Middle School classroom stems from 
the heart, and manifests as passion. We recently participated in 
the Middle School three-way conferences for parent-teacher inter-
views. The passion and commitment the teachers showed towards 
our daughter’s learning was authentic, and genuine. The teachers 
were excited to share in her learning, celebrated her successes, and 
offered the extra support she needed.

LB Middle School students have the privilege of participating 
in some of the most exciting extracurriculars around, whether it’s 
traveling down the court practicing lay-ups, lacing up cleats for 
soccer or softball, or bringing out one’s inner diva on stage in the 
school play. The teachers support, encourage, and motivate our 
children to challenge themselves and take risks in so many areas.

We have always taught our children the difference between a 
house and a home. A house may be large, and filled with opulent 
furniture. A home is filled with love and respect. The Leo Baeck 
Day School is not just our children’s school; it’s their second home.

It only gets 

LB Middle School students have the privilege of  
participating in some of the most exciting  

extracurriculars around
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In our 40 years, we count many successful grads among our alumni. Over 
50 of them are now parents themselves in our school.

That surely is one positive sign that our mission of engaging youth and 
instilling in them everlasting Jewish values has taken root. But it is another 
relatively recent trend that is a particularly increasing source of pride. 

TanenbaumCHAT, the community Jewish high school, has increasingly 
become the institution of choice for our graduates, thereby dramatically ex-
tending their formal Jewish education right through until they head off to 
university. That is an option almost unheard of only a generation ago. 

From its inception in 1974, Leo Baeck was an anomaly on the day school 
scene, meant for those Reform Jews seeking a balance between secular 
academic success and meaningful Judaism. 

While the school succeeded and grew, still the normative opinion was to 
get a strong Jewish grounding, and then head to non-Jewish high school “to 
get prepared for the real world.”

Back then, students advancing to CHAT were few and far between and of-
ten ill prepared for the demands of Judaic studies taught entirely in Hebrew.

Those days are long gone. As Leo Baeck has grown and matured over the 
years, more and more graduates are choosing TanenbaumCHAT. In the past 
five years, the number has hovered as high as 70%.  Many cite a desire to 
remain connected Jewishly, in their studies and their relationships, in their 
outlook on the world and in their contributions to the Jewish community. 

Keeping engaged

To high school and beyond, LB grads increasingly choose Jewish

As a former Leo Baeck parent 
and current Executive Direc-
tor of TanenbaumCHAT, Rhona  
Birenbaum sees Leo Baeck grads 
seamlessly immerse themselves 
in high school life: “You’ll find 
them cast in lead roles in the 
school play, playing competi-
tively on dozens of school teams, 
involved in student governance 
and extracurricular programs, 
earning awards for academic 
achievement and exemplary 
community service.”   

“With the tools that Leo Baeck provided, my peers and I soared through 
our first year of high school with great success,” says CHAT student  
Kyle Maresky. 

The trend toward increased Jewish engagement extends even beyond 
high school. Lee Davis helped launch Shammai, an alternative Jewish social  
organization for day school grads at Holy Blossom Temple. “When I was 
at Leo Baeck, there were opportunities to link school and shul,” explains  
Davis. “But as we graduated, there didn’t seem to be the same opportunities. 
Creating Shammai enabled my peers and I to rebuild what was missing.”

Students turning their Jewish learning into action? What better 40th  
birthday present could we ever wish for?

By Eric Petersiel, RJE Head of School

LEO BAECK
Student Success After

Leo Baeck Grads at TanenbaumCHAT

83%
GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11

2012-2013

OVERALL HIGHEST GRADE AVERAGE
IN GRADE 11

Tessa Rootenberg
Adam Marr

WALLENBERG 
CAMPUS

KIMEL CAMPUS A

LB GRADS

90% 98%
LB GRADS

28%
GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11

21% 44%

The trend toward increased Jewish engagement  
extends even beyond high school

Alumni Max Solomons, Jamie Till, Kari Steiner, Shelby Kisliuk, & Alanna Moness returned to Leo Baeck to relate their experiences from 
March of the Living with current Grade 8 students.
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north...
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Best thing since sliced challah
 Grandparents Day creates bond  

with kids, family and school
The founding of Canada’s only Reform Jewish day school 40 years ago was one of 
many ‘firsts’ that Leo Baeck’s oldest generation have probably seen in their lives. 
Now they’ve shared a first with their youngest generation: Grandparents Day.

By Jake Birman

“I got on board at the very beginning and I said it’s what’s needed for 
grandparents to really feel part of their grandchildren’s education.”
Vivian Berman

“Look at the interaction; grandchildren taking pictures of their grandparents, some of them 
holding religious objects and special artifacts and just enjoying each others time. And in the 
end they’re going to have these pictures and are going to document the time together.”
Rosanne Ain
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Best thing since sliced challah
 

“Its more than just Shabbat dinner or having Bubbie take you someplace,” says Susan Rudin, a member of the Grandparents Task Force.  

“This has them working together on an activity.” And for that, they met on the virtual playground kids know well, but grandparents…not so much: technology.  

They collaborated on a digital photographic family memento, led by professional photographer Marina Dempster about how to make the most of family  

Kodak moments. What developed in the process was a new tradition, one that keeps grandparents engaged in their grandkids’ Leo Baeck education.

www.leobaeck.ca 17

“Grandparents get to do things with their grandchildren. I’ve learned one big 
thing that if I want to engage with my grandchildren, just talk with them 
about electronics or the computer. It’s so meaningful to share something with  
a grandchild in an environment like Leo Baeck.”
Elaine Davis
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What is the greatest distinguishing value of an IB education? 
Students learn how to learn and how to be continually motivated to be 
life-long learners. Students learn the how, not the what. They also learn not 
only to ask questions but to listen to those of others so that communities of 
learners are formed, not individuals competing with one another.

What is unique about an IB school that’s Jewish?
The unique quality lies in the need to find viable connections between a 
culturally inclusive, non-denominational programme as the IB and a school 
whose ethic is deeply Jewish and steeped in Jewish culture and heritage.

Why is IB a good fit for a Reform Jewish school?
The IB promotes respect for all perspectives and beliefs, which is something 
Reform Judaism strives to do whilst still remaining faithful to a tradition 
of Mitzvot and Halachah. The strength of Reform Judaism derives, in my  
opinion, from its ability to maintain a liberal attitude to belief systems, of 
both a similar and different nature.

What is unique about learning a second language in an IB school?
An additional language in an IB school involves learning about the culture 
that is embodied in that language and this makes this Language Acquisition 
subject area in the MYP unique.

What would you like the “Revalyn effect” to be on Leo Baeck?
I would like to think that I impact additional language learning and make 
it relevant to each learner, including the teachers. I would also like to know 
that students are able to understand a world beyond the comfortable  
perimeter of a Jewish community where everyone is safe. Finally, I would 
love to change the misconception I have heard from so many students that  
Israel needs money from the Diaspora. Israel needs support that  
transcends material contributions.

The Revalyn             
Effect
We see the world in our new  
IB Coordinator. Quite literally.

South Africa, Spain, Israel, Thailand, Norway, China, 
Barbados, Denmark and Canada. Those are countries 
where Dr. Revalyn Faba Sack has taught. She’s fluent in 
Hebrew, Spanish, English, and Afrikaans, and can get by 
in Chinese and Norwegian.

Combine those credentials with her globally renowned 
expertise in the Middle Years Programme (MYP), and who 
better to author the new International Baccalaureate 
Standards for second language teaching? 

If IB is the gold standard of worldwide education,  
Dr. Faba Sack holds the keys to the veritable IB Fort Knox. 

She’s a native of South Africa, calls Kiryat Shmona (on 
Israel’s border with Lebanon) her permanent home, and 
since arriving in Canada in the fall, she has already made 
her mark at Leo Baeck. 

Dr. Faba Sack sat down for this Q&A:

By David Bale

“The strength of Reform Judaism derives, in my opinion, 
from its ability to maintain a liberal attitude to belief 

systems, of both a similar and different nature.”
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Emily Gelgoot
Setting goals allows for achievement, accomplishment and success. Goals 
are there to allow you to set a plan for the future, but not too far in the 
future so that more goals can be accomplished. Students should set goals 
so that they can see what they have completed and see their improvement.

Aaron Hirschberg
It is important for students to set their own goals because they are the ones 
who know what they need, where they are going, and what they want to 
achieve. It allows me to define what I believe are my strengths, weaknesses, 
and the things I need to improve on.

Maya Decruz
I developed the strategies to set goals and then placed them into action. My 
peers and I follow our personal direction and want to continue to learn more 
to become better young people. It gives me more confidence to accomplish 
my own directions and standards for Grade 8 and beyond.

Sean Kurzman
Writing your own goals keeps you motivated to complete the goal. Goal 
setting also helps you reflect on your progress. If you are able to reflect, you 
are able to improve, and that is a very important skill. By setting goals a 
time-consuming task becomes many smaller, simpler steps.

Georgia Blatt
When I think of a goal I know what I want to achieve. And after I finish the 
task, I can look back and see what I did or didn’t achieve. Having a goal will 
remind you to keep practicing and to try and achieve your goal. Once you 
have achieved that goal, you will feel really good about yourself. 

Jordan Juravsky
Once students set their goals, it is their responsibility to make sure they 
maintain it, or get help from a teacher or parent to help them realize their 
goal. My personal goals have really helped to guide me through the school 
year, and help to make sure my school experience is where I want it to be, 
which is what IB is all about.

For the International Baccalaureate student, self-evaluation is an intrinsic part of maturing and becoming a critical thinker as an  
adolescent and as an adult. For their part in the Three-Way Conferences – parent-teacher-student -- Middle School students take 
responsibility for their learning by setting their own goals. Why is that so important? The students answer that best.

Goal Tending the IB Way
Students set their own goals; take charge of their learning
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Recently there has been a great deal of buzz in the community about 
reading levels as a benchmark for measuring success in early literacy  
development. Nelson PM Benchmarks are an educational tool designed to 
help teachers gauge reading skills by sequential and gradual increments 
until fluency is achieved, approximately in Grade 3. 

Although an important part of our program, instructional readers are 
only one piece of the literacy puzzle. In order to help students develop 
early literacy skills there are a number of elements that need to be present. 

These Early Literacy Benchmarks are the true measures of literacy devel-
opment and engagement. We thoughtfully deliver a comprehensive early 
literacy program that includes:

Love of Story:
Daily listening to stories and books for information and pleasure helps 
develop rich vocabulary and a deep understanding of language structure. 
It also lays a foundation for a lifetime of reading enjoyment.

Pattern and Predictability of Rhyme:
We play with language by reading pattern books, singing songs, rhymes, 
listening to music all of which help children develop an awareness of  
letters and their sounds.

Immersion in Print:
Our classrooms are chock-full of words from the children’s world including  
classroom objects, signs and labels all promoting knowledge of print.  
We help children recognize and print letters and words and teach how 
words are written and used to communicate.

Making Connections:
Reading is about making meaning from print. Lasting learning happens 
when children connect a new concept to something familiar they already 
know or have experienced. We ask, “Does this remind you of...” 

Seeing Themselves as Readers and Writers:
Perhaps the most important measure of literacy development is children’s 
willingness to take risks reading and writing. We read and write about 
paintings we create, structures we build and during dramatic play. Daily  
instruction is done in small groups where each child is supported and  
encouraged to practice reading and writing in the context of a meaningful task.

These are the true benchmarks for a foundation of literacy development. 
They are the precursors to reading for meaning, communicating effectively 
in print and in conversations and fostering a genuine love of literacy.

By Jody Blum, Dean of Academic Development & Bonnie Gremont, Preschool Coordinator

Can they read yet?
Reading level is just one piece of the early literacy puzzle
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Safe, Cared for,              
and Loved
Leo Baeck Parents Association builds community

Parent involvement enables us to be able to actively participate in the  
education and school experience for our children. 
Lauren Greisman and Daniel Rethazy

My daughter loves that parents are always coming and going from the class 
as volunteers. 
Lauren Gojanovic

My daughter loves events that involve her school, her friends, good times and 
her family. It’s putting the two things she loves together building a stronger 
more enjoyable place for her to feel safe, cared for and loved.  
Dayna Herman-Cohen

At Leo Baeck, we don’t just feel like we’re attending, we feel like we’re part 
of the community of parents, teachers, administrators and kids that make 
being a part of the school so special.  
Ellen Hurwitz Powell
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and on a fairly regular basis contributed to my ability to discipline myself,” 
chimes Lyrit, “an indispensable capability for anyone who wishes a future 
in the performing arts.”

Leo Baeck inspired her in other ways, as well. “I found myself being 
drawn to play Jewish composers such as Ernest Bloch, Wolfgang Korngold 
and Felix Mendelssohn,” she says, explaining how her Jewishness finds 
expression in her art. It found expression in a very special performance 
last summer at Temple Sinai. “I played one piece by Leonard Bernstein 
and another by Charles Osborne, cantor and composer in residence at 
the temple.” She performed that night as recipient of the Ben Steinberg  
Musical Legacy Award, an occasion of particular pride for Lyrit. That 
was soon followed by another, “I gave a concert alongside legendary vio-
linist Ida Haendel at one of London’s most prestigious venues, Cadogan Hall.”

Still, amid concert halls, master classes with legendary violinists, and  
soloist awards, what pulls her heart strings were Rosh Chodesh  
performances at Leo Baeck. “I was really excited not only from the play-
ing, but by the fact that my parents and grandparents and all the other 
parents were there,” reminisces Lyrit. “I’m not sure whether I was more 
nervous then or when I played a concerto at the Queen Elizabeth Hall in 
the Southbank Centre in London.”

Her name itself is musical, as if her future  
calling had been preordained at birth, 
21 years ago. Lyrit Milgram is recognized  
internationally as an exceptionally talented 
young violinist, trained by some of the 
world’s masters.

She has won awards in the U.K. from 
the Royal College of Music  - where she is 
in her final year of studies, and the Hattori  
Foundation. In Canada, she has won fes-
tival awards as well as the distinction as 
a national finalist at the Canadian Music 
Competitions.

Where did she get her first boost of stage presence to prepare  
for guest soloist concert performances with numerous orchestras 
in the U.S., U.K., France, Italy, Croatia, Slovenia and Israel? 

“I really appreciated the opportunities that were given to me to perform 
at Leo Baeck events,” recalls Lyrit. “One of the most notable was playing 
Massenet’s Thais Meditation at one of the school’s first Rosh Chodesh 
ceremonies.” Her “concert hall” at the time was the sanctuary of Holy 
Blossom Temple, where she spent her childhood as a LB South Campus 
student from Senior Kindergarten to the graduating class of 2006.

It was more than just a bima that Leo Baeck gave her in preparation for 
a future music career. “Homework and deadlines at a relatively early age 

Alumni Close-Up 

Virtuoso violinist struck a memorable  
chord at Leo BaeckLy
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By David Bale

Her name itself is musical
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Calling All Alumni 

How did The Leo Baeck Day School prepare you                
 for what you’re doing today?

We 
asked:

“At Leo Baeck, I learned how to learn and be 
analytical. A big part of Leo Baeck was also the 
feeling of being part of a community, so the 
skill of working with people and learning from 
them continues to be part of what traces back 
to Leo Baeck.”

Neil Richler, class of 1988 
IT Consultant, Thornhill

“All those years at Leo Baeck, we worked on 
IB (International Baccalaureate) and learned 
many skills like respect, caring for other  
people, we learned a work ethic, and all these 
skills helped me succeed now and will help 
me succeed in the future.”

David Volfson, class of 2011  
Student & world ranked teen tennis player, 
Thornhill Secondary, Thornhill

“Leo Baeck helped me feel prepared for 
classes such as science and math, in fact I felt 
ahead of people in my Grade 9 class. I was able 
to handle the high school workload without 
any difficulty. Leo Baeck taught me to be out-
going and to take risks and that is important 
to participate in the larger community.”
 
Dana Sherrard, class of 2012 
Student at Bishop Strachan Upper School, 
Toronto 

“The best thing I learned was about com-
munity. We were a small group; the value of 
being a unique person in a unique commu-
nity is something that’s pretty intrinsic to Leo 
Baeck. We were taught to be ourselves, but 
also taught the value of what other people 
can bring.”

Hailey Gotfrid, class of 2002 
Progressive Conservative Party of Canada,
Masters in Counterterrorism, Toronto

“Leo Baeck has given us great skills to pre-
pare us for high school. For example essay 
writing and Hebrew and Judaic studies. I feel 
we’re a lot more prepared than many others. 
You see it every day, when teachers ask ques-
tions, the participation level of Leo Baeck  
students is excellent.”

Zachary Schenker, class of 2012 
Student at TanenbaumCHAT, Toronto

“Leo Baeck is more than just a school. It’s a 
family that’s helped shape the person I am  
today. Leo Baeck wants its students to suc-
ceed, and ensures that they take every possi-
ble action to sufficiently prepare them for the 
next step. This is the sign of a true family and 
my experience at Leo Baeck provided a stable 
and special foundation for the rest of my life.”

Mollie Manley, class of 2010 
Student at TanenbaumCHAT, Toronto

Calling All Alumni to send us YOUR response to:  
dbale@leobaeck.ca 

www.leobaeck.ca 23
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ShabbaTOT Together 

“There’s a dinosaur knocking at my door, 
and he’s knocking 1,2,3............
There’s a dinosaur knocking at my door, and 
he wants to spend SHABBAT with me.....”

What a joy it is for me to spend Friday mornings singing, 
playing and learning all about Shabbat, Leo Baeck style, 
with special little ones, their parents, grandparents and 
caregivers.

In my role as Director of Admission, I am always seeking 
out new ways to meet families who are passionate about 
Jewish education. For a number of families, the road to Leo 
Baeck begins at ShabbaTOT Together, our Friday morning 
program for babies and toddlers 3 years old and younger. 

At ShabbaTOT I get the unique opportunity to meet and 
greet the potential “LB families of tomorrow.” As we play, 
sing, make crafts and learn all about Shabbat and other 
Jewish holidays in a warm and nurturing space, I get to 
know these special parents and grandparents, some of 
whom may never have even considered Jewish education 
for their children. As I learn about their dreams for their 
children and grandchildren, I in turn have the pleasure of 
introducing them to all that Leo Baeck has to offer. It is 
incredibly rewarding for me when a ShabbaTOT Together 
family ends up enrolling their children in our school. Thanks 
to the efforts of our dedicated team including our Reform 
synagogue partners, many of our young participants enjoy 
their first Jewish learning experience, where the seeds are 
planted for a lifelong love of Jewish learning. 

Of course there are many other ways families embark on 
the path to Leo Baeck. On the following page, Assistant to 
the Admission Office Rachel Andrew highlights two current 
Leo Baeck families and how they came to decide that Leo 
Baeck was the right fit for them.

For the Not-Yet-Ready-for-Preschool set
By Robyn Buchman, Director of Admission
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The Hameiri Mutay Family

Judaism has always been an intrinsic part of the Hameiri Mutay family’s 
lives. When Lior and Liat moved from Israel to Toronto two years ago 
with their three young children -- Ben (Grade 1), Yair (JK) and Tamar 
(Nursery School) -- they researched various Jewish day schools, knowing 
that they wanted to provide their children with a formal Jewish educa-
tion. It was important for them to ensure that their children’s bond to 
Judaism would continue to grow and be strengthened. After researching 
various Jewish schools both online and via word of mouth, Leo Baeck 
emerged as the ideal fit for the Hameiri Mutay family. They love that Leo 
Baeck offers an excellent academic framework, is International Bacca-
laureate certified, and, most importantly, provides a small, personal, and 
nurturing environment for their children. Lior and Liat love the interac-
tive nature of the diverse range of positive experiences their children  
enjoy at the North Campus each and every day. At Leo Baeck their  
children are forming a strong base for their Jewish identity and pride, 
reinforcing the Jewish culture that their family values. 

The Hameiri Mutay family welcomed a new baby daughter Ori after this 
article was written. Mazal Tov.

ideal balance By Rachel AndrewWhy they chose Leo Baeck

Finding the 

The Mogil Family

Eli and Robyn Mogil never questioned whether they would send their 
children to a Jewish day school; it was simply a matter of finding the one 
that best reflected their family’s lifestyle and outlook. When they began 
to search for the perfect school for their children Sam (Grade 1) and  
Reese (JK), they sought an academic program with that tough-to-find 
ideal balance of Jewish studies, language/literature and math/science. 
The answer? Leo Baeck! The Mogils love that the International Baccalau-
reate Program opens up the world to their children. For Sam and Reese, 
the fun and learning doesn’t stop at school. Outside of school hours they 
partake in a variety of amazing after school programming options offered 
through the parents association, from sports to magic and art. To top it 
all off is the South Campus: “new and bright, open concept, and back-
ing onto one of the most beautiful ravines in Toronto. What better place 
to learn, and make school a positive place,” says Robyn. At Leo Baeck, 
the Mogils have truly found “a wonderful sense of community and the 
perfect balance in all areas.”
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How has this experience changed the person you will be 
when you return home to Israel?

Lior Doron:
I feel like I’ve gained new family members -- my host family and a new 
community. I also feel like I’ve learned how to be more open to new  
experiences and challenges and not be afraid of the unknown. I’ve been 
exposed to a different kind of Judaism, which makes me think about the 
way I see myself as a Jew. In Israel I was exposed to traditional Judaism 
and I struggled to relate to it. Here I’m living in a liberal Jewish environ-
ment, with which I can connect.

Describe a project that you led here where you saw an 
“Aha” moment from the students. 

Roi Meshoulam:
On Yitzhak Rabin’s memorial day, we dedicated a special room for class 
after class to visit and learn about Rabin’s life and legacy and to record on a 
large mural their impressions and thoughts. It was amazing to see what the 
kids wrote, to hear them talking among themselves, and the depth of their 
feelings about Rabin and Israel. It gave me a sense of accomplishment and 
reinforced the meaning and significance of our being here. This moment 
without a doubt is a memory that will stay with me for a long long time.

What has surprised you most about this experience?

Maayan Sharon:
So many Hebrew signs along Bathurst, and people waiting in two straight 
lines for the bus. I hadn’t realized Israel plays such an important part in 
children’s education here. What surprised me the most is the connection 
we’ve made with the students. How they are so warm and eager for us to 
come into their classes. They come to our office during their breaks and 
they scream our names when they see us across the street. It’s definitely 
been a life changing experience.

What are you still determined to do that will give the  
students a new insight about Israel?

Taly Epstein:
What would give the students a new insight about Israel is a deep con-
nection to a student of the same age in Israel. It could be by Skype or 
writing letters or even a video. My goal is to show how the society in 
Israel is so diverse. Through a deeper personal connection, not only will 
they understand things we’ve talked about with them through the class-
room activities, they will be encouraged to know those kids better, and 
even have a friend across the ocean.

The Voices of Israel
Shmoozing with the Shinshinim
By David Bale

When they hit the weekly airwaves with ‘Radio Shin-Shin’ or ‘Shin-Shin Neeeews,’ their voices and music 
transport Leo Baeck across the Mediterranean.  Through four exceptional young people, we celebrate, pray, 
eat, learn, and even remember… like Israelis. Collectively they’re known by initials “shin shin,” which  
stands for “SHnat SHerut” – a year of serving their country. They have impacted us with an intimate and  
sophisticated understanding of Israel. That was our goal in helping to pioneer the UJA Makom Young Emissary 
Program in Toronto, for which Leo Baeck earned the Community Israel Engagement Award in 2012. 

But aside from wearing more layers than they’ve ever imagined, how has the shinshin  
experience impacted THEM? 

Maayan Sharon, Lior Doron, Taly Epstein. Roi Meshoulam (below left)
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“Considering the composition of our neighbourhood, 
which we share with a sizable Portuguese population, 

honouring a hero like Sousa Mendes has powerful  
significance for all of us.”

- Eric Petersiel, RJE, Head of School

Baeck-scape  

October 20, 2013 

Dignitaries from the Jewish and Portuguese communities, 
civic leaders, and the media gathered for the official naming 
ceremony of the “Sousa Mendes Playground,” across from 
the new Leo Baeck South Campus.
Aristides de Sousa Mendes was a Portuguese diplomat  
serving in France during WWII. He saved 30,000 Jews and 
others from the Nazis, by defying orders and issuing visas 
allowing safe passage to Portugal.

Jose San Juan, City of Toronto
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Success beyond 
Leo Baeck

Allan Ungar
Leo Baeck Grad 2002 
Film Director/Writer 
York University – Film Studies 
New York Film Academy 
Directed Lionsgate film Tapped 
Childhood violinist, who performed at Carnegie Hall

Let us show you what Leo Baeck  
can offer your family. Call to book  
a private and personal tour:

Robyn Buchman, Director of Admission at  
905-709-3636 ext 224 or rbuchman@leobaeck.ca
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Our grads continue along a path 
to exceptional academic and 
professional achievement.


