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We see the world in your child
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Li’l Baeckers is Born
 

It’s Friday morning, 11:45 and as ShabbaTOT Together comes to an end and the 
little ones are filing out of the room, I hear:

 
  ”Why does this have to be ONLY on Fridays? How awesome if we  
 could have a program like this a few times a week”

 “I’ve been to so many Baby and Me programs but nothing beats  
 ShabbaTOT”

 “It’s the highlight of my week with my granddaughter”

The light bulb switched on in my head. Why not create a program for li’l ones 
to expose them to the rich Jewish values and warm community feeling that  
Leo Baeck offers to families at an earlier age?

And thus, Li’l Baeckers was born – a program offered twice a week for tots 
aged 15 months to 2 and a half years. With mornings filled with story time 
learning circles, Judaic themed activities, Music and Movement and Crafts and 
Gym… I’m not sure who will have more fun, the Li’l Baeckers or their moms, 
bubbies or caregivers. 

It is so meaningful to watch toddlers and their loved ones create priceless 
memories together in a fun, engaging, Jewish setting. Let the pitter patter of Li’l 
feet fill our hallways.

By Robyn Buchman, Director of Admission

For the Not-Yet-Ready-for-Preschool Set

10 1/4”W x 6”H

For Ages 15 months - 2.5 years

Tuesdays and Thursdays from January to June 2015 
9:15 AM - 11:15 AM

Story Time Learning Circles

Judaic Themed Activities

Music and Movement

Crafts and Gym

To register, please contact Director of Admission Robyn Buchman at 
905.709.3636 x 224 or rbuchman@leobaeck.ca

Program takes place at the North Campus of  The Leo Baeck Day School at 
36 Atkinson Avenue in Thornhill

Children must be accompanied by one adult (parent, bubby, zaidy 
or caregiver).  Whether you come on Tuesday, Thursday, or both 
days, participation in ShabbaTOT Together is FREE! 

Cost is $720 
Snacks Provided

One day option available
at half price. 
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The Leo Baeck Day School 
North Campus 
36 Atkinson Avenue  
Thornhill, Ontario 
L4J 8C9 
Phone: (905) 709-3636 
Fax: (905) 709-1999 
 
General Inquiries info@leobaeck.ca

Follow us: 

 

South Campus 
501 Arlington Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario 
M6C 3A4 
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The traditional Jewish greeting on a birthday is “ad me’ah v’esrim,” 
“May you live to 120” (the age that Moses lived out his days). 

Now in the 40th year of The Leo Baeck Day School, we are one-third the 
way there! This issue of Baeck & Call takes us back from where we have 
come and explores how bright our future is. As the only Jewish Interna-
tional Baccalaureate World School in Canada and the largest Reform day 
school in North America, it is often hard for our founders to believe how 
far we have come. 

This year we will rededicate our North Campus, built by visionaries 20 
years ago to service the evolving demographics of the Jewish commu-
nity. On March 28 we will open a 20 year old time capsule with alumni, 
parents and staff from the past; we don’t know what was sealed inside! I 
am sure it is full of the dreams and hopes of our young graduates, whom 

This term we witnessed a number of presentations by Leo Baeck 
alumni, which made me think about how it is that we measure 
their success, as well as our role in that success. 

Shane Feldman spoke to our older students on his Respect Tour, 
taking his message of youth volunteerism across Canada after 
being honoured with a Tikkun Olam Award at the Ve’ahavta 
Starry Nights Gala.

Sixteen Grade 12 students reflected to our Grade 8s about their 
experiences on the March of the Living. 

In both cases, what I saw was who these young people were 
becoming, having known them as students from a very young 
age. Their maturity, their insight into the world and their ability 
to express themselves is remarkable. 

Although most will also achieve great academic success in their 
chosen fields of study, it was clear from these experiences that 
this is simply not the key definer of who they will become and 
how they will define themselves. But to see their impact on 
the world and their reflections on what it means to be Jewish  
– how they see themselves in the chain of Jewish tradition –  
is a transformation, which we know will impact them and their 
children forever. 

We are proud to have played a role in that development.

Li’l Baeckers is Born
 Who  

will they become?
 

For the Not-Yet-Ready-for-Preschool Set
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The Art of Convincing  
Grade 6 students at South Campus got a 
unique lesson from the best in the advertising 
biz. In a workshop on Public Service Announce-
ments, they heard from ad woman, Marni 
Belavin, who deconstructed the elements of 
many of her award winning PSAs, including an 
app to help in the search for missing children 
across Canada. 

By David Bale

This Just In  
Breaking News: Leo Baeck has its own TV 
news network. When a championship banner 
goes up or a Book Fair breaks out, the LBTV 
Action News team is there to get the scoop. 
Tune in to watch how our Middle School 
student reporters have learned the tricks of 
the trade and tell the LB story, on YouTube or 
at leobaeck.ca.

Homecoming 
Fresh from the professional leadership team 
of the Young Judea summer camps, Josefa 
Michaelson has returned to her roots.  
She graduated from LB in 1992 and is back  
at Leo Baeck, tasked with community out-
reach, especially to a group she can relate to 
very well: alumni. Her first impression:  
“It feels so much like home.”

Count Him In  
Refuse to quit and Be passionately  
curious. Those were just two of the keys to 
success offered by Shane Feldman in his  
appeal to students when he spoke at both 
campuses as part of his Respect Tour. Shane 
is a Leo Baeck alum and the founder of Count 
Me In, a movement encouraging childhood 
activism that reaches over 3 million people 
worldwide.

Chanukah Miracle  
In the spirit of Tzedakah and Tikkun Olam,  
18 Leo Baeck families packed and delivered 
600 holiday food baskets to families in need 
around the GTA as part of the B’nai Brith 
Chanukah Drive. The personal delivery ensured 
that the less fortunate were able to enjoy the 
holiday and know they were not alone.

CAIS Sensitive 
Leo Baeck is now a CAIS candidate school. 
Upon completion of the process, LB will 
join the ranks of the prestigious Canadian 
Accredited Independent Schools, a perfect 
complement to our International Baccalaureate 
status. Having both accreditations puts us in 
a unique club that includes Branksome Hall 
and Upper Canada College, to name two. 

LB Light and Brief  

4 I  BAECK & CALL  WINTER 2014
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In November of 1989, with over one million 
children living in poverty, the Parliament of  
Canada unanimously adopted a resolution to 
eradicate child poverty by the year 2000. Twenty-
five years later, the situation has worsened.

Keep the Promise is a national campaign 
that calls on the government to act on its 1989  
commitment. As a school that champions Tikkun 
Olam – social justice – many Leo Baeck fund-
raising initiatives support KTP related projects. 
The national Co-Chair of KTP is our own Rabbi 
Arthur Bielfeld, Honourary Chair of Leo Baeck’s 
Board and a member of the Order of Canada.

Last fall, when 65 children and teachers  
convened in Ottawa for a Children’s Summit, 
four LB students were among them to urge 
policy makers to end child poverty and keep  
the promise.

By David Bale

Four LB students urge Ottawa  
to Keep its PromiseKids Caring   

About Kids

Photos: Canadian Teachers’ Federation

Front row: Paul Rotman, Eliana Barbuzzi, Mason Silver, and 
Betty Barbuzzi. Back row: Sandy Silver, Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld, 
and Gavriel Kesik-Libin.

Gavriel Kesik-Libin
“Attending these conferences has opened up my 
mind to many possible solutions to ending child 
poverty and especially how to work as a team to 
change the world. I plan to introduce the ideas 
that I took away from Ottawa to the Leo Baeck 
community and hopefully to other communities 
after my graduation.”

Eliana Barbuzzi
“We have lots of opportunities to get the  
message out about child poverty. This includes 
making a petition for students to sign to send to 
the government and creating a fundraiser for all 
students and families. Each of us personally can 
create awareness by talking about it to try and 
end child poverty for good.”

Mason Silver
“We can raise money to fund a breakfast program  
at a school in need so the kids would be able to 
get food both at home and at school. This would 
be promoting both healthy living and better  
focus in school, because with healthier food in your  
system you will be more focused and attentive.”

Paul Rotman
“We began to make an impact. We were given 
the opportunity to meet politicians and speak to 
them specifically about the issue. I was privileged 
to meet MP Adam Vaughan, who had interesting  
things to say about government housing and  
shelters in Canada. This summit made me realize 
that anyone can make a difference.”

www.leobaeck.ca 5
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stories, an important element in improving listening comprehension and oral 
language skills.

The program allows for teaching practical skills such as writing emails, 
texting and exploring articles in a newspaper. It encourages students to 
think about strategies for productive conversations and challenges them 
to be persuasive, descriptive or narrative when speaking. The use of  
interactive activities for exercise and practice facilitates each individual  
student’s progress.

This year, we introduced this new innovative program in the Middle 
School. We will make a concerted effort to measure student growth and 
development in order to determine the suitability of this program for 
younger students. The desired positive change is for students to realize 
that one does not need to understand every word to derive meaning from  
the content. 

Hebrew is the language of prayer and Torah, but it is also a living language  
that is used throughout the world in many contexts. Understanding and 
feeling comfortable exploring it offers students endless possibilities to  
become more competent at communicating in different settings.

In previous years, including when my own children went to Leo Baeck, we 
used a step-by-step approach to teaching Hebrew. The vocabulary taught 
was from stories, which were somewhat dated and didn’t have topics that 
children could relate to. The students used many teacher-made materials, 
answering questions, creating sentences or filling in the blank statements.

For a long time we searched for a program designed for second language 
learners, incorporating interesting topics in science, culture and art, which 
young adults would be interested in exploring. That search took us to the 
source. Our Hebrew Coordinator Irith Rosen visited the developers of the 
NETA-CET program in Israel. That got us very excited about a program where 
our students could be engaged in a sequential language curriculum with 
challenging and relevant content highlighting Hebrew as a contemporary 
language. It allows students to access books online and listen to audio  

By Yvette Burke, Principal, North Campus

Why we changed how Hebrew is taught, and why it’s a big deal

Language

Hebrew is the language of prayer and Torah, but it is  
also a living language that is used throughout the  

world in many contexts. 

of the Prophets, and of emails
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of the Prophets, and of emails
  

Respect for self, for others and our surroundings is the key message 
permeating all aspects of school life at Leo Baeck this year, and has been 
the main focus of the Respectful School Initiative. 

How do you inspire kids to be respectful? We know that there 
needs to be something concrete for them to connect to and in many 
cases it should have a visual presence. After much research and brain-
storming, we decided to focus on kind acts and find a way to watch  
them “grow.”

Soon enough the pomegranate (rimon in Hebrew) idea evolved, a fruit 
that is not only high in antioxidants, but is a symbol of righteousness.  
A rimon is said to have 613 seeds, which corresponds with the 613  
mitzvot of the Torah. Next time you walk through our main hallway, take  
a look at our giant Seeds of Kindness pomegranate poster.

At Leo Baeck, building a culture of respect is being seen through the 
lens of the IB (International Baccalaureate) Learner’s Profile. So, new this 
year, for students in JK to Grade 5, Learner Profile stickers are being shared 
whenever a child does a mitzvah or acts in ways that demonstrate Learner 
Profile attributes. For example, a child who takes care of a child who feels 
sad is caring; one who stands up for someone else is a risk taker or is 
principled; a student who is open to another person’s idea when working 
in groups is open minded. 

By adding stickers to our pomegranate poster, we know that our acts, 
just like Seeds of Kindness, will grow and multiply, creating additional acts 
of kindness. 

Together I know we will reach our goal of filling up all 613 seeds on  
our rimon. Before long, our seeds may spur other rimonim to grow.

Kindness                       
Bears Fruit

  

Cultivating a culture of respect, one seed at a time By Lauren Sigel, Principal, South Campus

“When our whole class was playing, one girl was sitting by herself in the corner and I went to play with her.” - Grade 5 student
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by Rabbi Noam Katz, Dean of Jewish Living

Shoshanna Nambi puts an imprint on her world, and ours

While the young Ugandan Jews all dazzled me with their tireless  
energy, irresistible smiles, and amazing ability to overcome adverse living 
conditions, a few stood out from their peers. One of these impressive 
youngsters was a girl named Shoshanna Nambi. Thirteen years old, she 
carried herself with maturity, poise and an impressively sharp intellect.  
Though diminutive in height, Shoshanna seemed to tower over others in 
terms of stature and leadership. She possessed a gentle spirit, humility 
and a genuine desire to make a difference in the world. And what a  
difference she would make…

December, 2003
As I disembarked from my plane at Entebbe Airport, I could feel the 

sun’s steady rays on my skin. Enthusiastic shouts of “Shalom, brother!” 
and “Welcome to Uganda!” greeted me as I walked down onto the tarmac. 
The voices belonged to a welcoming committee from the Abayudaya, 
a small Jewish community that first sprouted in East Uganda almost a  
century ago. For the next three months I would volunteer teaching  
Hebrew, Judaics and English in the Abayudaya schools.  

  
Our Global Jewish Village

“Kol Yisrael arevim zeh ba-zeh…All of Israel is responsible for one another.”  (Babylonian Talmud Shavuot 39a)



www.leobaeck.ca 9

October, 2014
With much pride and a little nostalgia, I introduced Shoshanna Nambi 

to our Grade 5-8 students at both campuses. We were fortunate that she 
made Leo Baeck a stop on her North American speaking tour to tell us 
about her community, its triumphs and challenges, and the importance 
of creating Jewish connections across global lines. She spoke about her  
activism as a counselor for RAIN-UGANDA, an organization that addresses 
health needs for women in her region, from HIV testing to cervical and 
breast cancer screening, crucial services for hundreds of women who  
previously went undiagnosed. 

  
Our Global Jewish Village

Shoshanna answered students’ questions about what it is like to grow 
up in a developing African nation without luxuries like electricity or tap 
water in her home.  And perhaps most eloquently, she spoke about her love 
for Judaism and how she hopes to pass down its sacred traditions to her 
own five-year-old daughter. Our students and staff were mesmerized, as 
we realized how much we held in common, yet how different our realities 
are. The day was especially meaningful to me, as my former student had 
so beautifully transformed into my teacher, inspiring the next generation of 
Jewish thinkers to put their own imprints on the world.

Rabbi Noam Katz with Shoshanna Nambi (second from right) and 
other Abayudaya youth at Sipi Falls in Uganda, 2004.
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    Part of  
Something Big
  What does Leo Baeck community mean to you?

10 I  BAECK & CALL  WINTER 2015



www.leobaeck.ca 11

  
    Part of  
Something Big
  

It hits you the moment you walk in the door. The sense of warmth that is a  
hallmark of Leo Baeck’s nurturing environment is pervasive. Credit for that, in 
large part, goes to the LBPA, the parents’ association, whose tireless volunteers 
are not only part of the daily landscape, but throughout the year they bring 
everyone together. The result: a sense of community.

www.leobaeck.ca 11

 
“It means a warm and loving environment for myself and children.”

“It makes me feel like I‘m a part of something bigger.”

“I feel a lot of pride in the Leo Baeck community.”

“Working together, helping each other.”

 
“One big happy family.”

 
“If I could go back to school, I would go here.”

 
“There is a sense of community at Leo Baeck that we haven’t seen anywhere else.”

 
“Being together, being positive, inclusive, nurturing and kind.  A Leo Baeck state of mind.”
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“I know our students are doing amazing things 
every day,” he said, “but I need you to find a way 
to share it with our parents.”

I gave it considerable thought and then remem-
bered Take Our Kids to Work, a national program 
in which Grade 9 students spend a day at adults’ 
workplaces.

I wondered, what if we flipped this concept 
and designed a Take Your Parents to School Day? 
What if we created an opportunity for parents to 
come and spend time learning with their children 
during the school day.  And so, Come On In  
was created.

Once a month for part of a morning, parents of 
students from Grades 1 to 5 are invited to learn 
alongside their child on collaborative tasks in each 
of the three core areas of study (Language Arts/
Social Studies, Math/Science and Hebrew/Judaic 
Studies). The parents and students are given a task 
and together they work in their child’s classroom 

with other eager pairs of students and parents. 
The result has been a triple win situation: for 

students, parents and teachers. The bonus for me, 
designing and planning each event and having 
the privilege of seeing our students and teachers 
shine, leaves me with a tremendous sense of pride. 

Risa Amar, Grade 3 and 4 teacher 
“It gives the children an opportunity to share 

their own learning in their own words and 
from their own perspective. Seeing what I have  
instilled in the children – how they communicate 
and how they transfer their learning in sharing 
it with their parents – is absolutely amazing.” 

Lorraine Fairbloom, parent:
“My heart smiles when I see what goes on in 

the classroom and see how incredible the  
teachers are. I really like the opportunity to 
see firsthand what school is like for my child.  

The kids take a lot of pride in having the parents 
come in to show off what their work is about 
and also feeling a great sense of success.”

co
m

e 
on

 in

Take Your Parents to School Day
By Jody Blum, Dean of Academic Development at Leo Baeck North

Two years ago our Head of School Eric Petersiel presented me with a challenge:  
to showcase examples of students pursuing academic excellence. 
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Warming Up to Canada
  

ShinShinim each bring a  
‘personal Israel’

Asaf Greenshtain
“My experience as a ShinShin is one of the most powerful experiences I 

have ever had. Seeing the excitement on the kids’ faces every time we go 
into their class can be the highlight of my day. And to be honest, I am as 
excited as them. I see this year as a year full of challenges, thinking all the 
time how can you engage the community to Israel in a fun way but also 
educational. I try to bring Israel to the kids also through my own interests 
such as making videos and clips for special events during the year.”

Tal Yitzhaki
“Getting to know the kids, the staff and the parents is one of my main 

goals. I would like to learn about being Jewish in the Diaspora, about Reform 
Judaism, and learn about my own capabilities. I want to understand what it 
is I love so much about Israel that made me come all this way to teach about 
it. One of my passions is cooking. I feel through cooking I can share a little 
about Israeli culture. I started a cooking session in school. We have already 
made Hebrew Aleph Bet cookies and there are many more cooking sessions 
to come, including I hope, with the parents.”

Aviv Naftali
“What I have set as a goal is the personal connections. Through them I 

can show my personal Israel in the most authentic way possible. One thing 
that has shaped me is music. It crosses nations and cultures, cuts through 
diversity like a knife over butter and connects people like salt and pepper.  
I use it to build friendships with the students and present to them Israel  
through our music, like in the weekly jam sessions I lead. Nothing can  
replace good tunes and laughs. This is a personal connection.”

 

By David Bale

“I try to bring Israel to the kids also through my own interests 
such as making videos and clips for special events”

“You’ll be getting a phone call. If the call is in English, it’s someone from Toronto saying you’ve been ACCEPTED to be a ShinShin. 
If they speak in Hebrew, it means you were NOT accepted and you’re staying home.”

Noam, Asaf, Aviv, Tal 

That’s what our ShinShinim were told after the final phase of a yearlong 
selection process. They started along with 5,000 other Israeli high school 
students applying to spend a year of national service – shnat sherut – as 
emissaries in North America or Europe, hoping to give Diaspora youth a 
close-up meaningful understanding of Israeli life. 

By this point, the candidates had already survived waves of interviews, 
leadership tests, panels, and a psychological screening that narrowed it 
down to 90, vying for 22 spots in the UJA Federation of Greater Toronto’s 
Israel Engagement program.

Nerves on edge, the phone call came. It was….in Hebrew. But the caller 
pulled a fast one, “          וווו וווו וווווווו        ” she said in Hebrew: “Do you 
want to come to Toronto?”

Weeks of orientation and a 12 hour flight later, here they are, a stellar 
group of Israeli youth, each with individual talents and aspirations for their 
program at Leo Baeck.

Noam Touati
“The ShinShinim program is giving us skills for life. It is giving me 

the opportunity to realize who I really want to be as a person in this 
big world. It has brightened my love of Israel. I want to include in this  
phenomenal experience my photography skills. I want to share my Israel 
through pictures that I have been taking in the last few years. To be a  
ShinShin you need to have some background in leadership. We’ve been  
trying to pass this on to the kids through our programs about Israeli leaders.”
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By Peter O’Brien,  Acting Director of Development

The Experts Who Walk  
(and Text) Among Us  

Installment #1: Technology

Our parent body includes many leading authorities across various disciplines. Leading off a new series are two 
parents who are leaders in the tech field. We chatted with them (digitally of course) about how prepared our 
children will be for the technological world they will inherit.

Anna Dreyzin (North Campus) is the Education Program Manager – Influencer Engagement Discipline of IBM, 
and Eli Singer (South Campus) is the founder and CEO of Entrinsic, an innovative social media analytics agency.

What changes do you see on the way?  

ES: The next 30 years will see a massive evolution. Twitter is a first iteration 
of a global hive-mind.  As billions begin to use real-time networks, we’re  
going to see a wealth of stories across cultures made available to all.
AD: New technologies have been changing business for many years now, 
including being more connected and building online reputations. But we 
sometimes miss face-to-face interactions.

Any rules or restrictions at your home? 

AD: Our kids are allowed to use technology, but we turn off computer  
access after 9 p.m. 
ES: No screens in the bedrooms - phone, computers or TVs.

What do you wish technology would do that it currently is not doing?

ES: Unload the dishwasher.
AD: As in Star Trek: instant transportation and body scans that heal  
everything.  :-)

Here is an abbreviated version. For the full interview, go to leobaeck.ca/experts-tech

Your thoughts on the school’s use of technology?

ES: Leo Baeck is certainly far ahead of the curve. Traditional and digital 
experiences merge in a manner that our students would expect.
AD: I am happy with how the school embraces technology, including the 
use of SMART boards, iPads and Wi-Fi. My kids are comfortable using 
electronic devices for schoolwork, or for research.  

How do these new technologies influence our children? 

AD: Technology is already changing how we learn about religion.  
My daughter’s class watches www.g-dcast.com and discusses the weekly 
parasha. The speed with which they connect to international information 
is now the norm.
ES: Children live in a world that is digital at the core and their brains are 
fundamentally wired differently than ours. As their interests and opinions 
evolve, having “digital street smarts” will form the basis for how they 
build a world-view and interact with society. 

16 I  BAECK & CALL  WINTER 2015
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end, we have introduced not only the Robotics program, but also a Robotics 
team for all those with a particular interest in this cutting edge new field in 
engineering and design, with an eye to enter future Robotics competitions.

As a just retired Leo Baeck teacher, it has been my pleasure to come back 
to work with the students and teachers of both campuses to enrich the IB 
Inquiry method, and lead the children down a path of discovery, limited only 
by their imagination and perseverance.

Ted Liss retired from teaching last year after 11 years at Leo Baeck.  
He has returned to teach this specialty Robotics course at both campuses. 

The children of Grade 6 would disagree. They are not only rising to the 
task, they’re eating it up. They are learning the physics, math and computing 
skills necessary to program their robots to do what they want them to do. 
And that may include any variety of tasks, such as getting through a maze 
or moving small objects.

It is all part of the new Robotics program that has been introduced into 
the International Baccalaureate (IB) Design Curriculum for Grade 6, thanks 
to funding from the Zita Gardner Special Initiatives Fund.

Leo Baeck has never been satisfied with the status quo. As the only  
Jewish day school in Toronto to offer a challenging IB program as an integral 
component of its academic excellence and competitive edge, the time had 
come, once again, to raise the bar. 

We have long been aware of the ever-increasing importance of developing 
sophisticated technology skills to meet the challenges of the future. To this 

Robo Kids 
New Robotics program raises the bar on tech skills

A robot is not just a toy. It is a system of sensors, motors and 
software all working together to perform a task, especially one 
that responds to its surroundings. So, considering the mechanical, 
electrical, and structural engineering that goes into it, this is 
hardly child’s play.

By Ted Liss

 “This has been my first time building and programming a 
robot and it is a fun and challenging new task that will give 
me skills for the future.” 
– Maya Kerzner, Grade 6, South Campus

 “Building and programming a robot seems fun. The Lego  
EV-3 we build is a good robot and pretty fun to make with 
unlimited possibilities.”
– Evan Searle, Grade 6, North Campus 
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GivingBack  

A Slip-Sliding Success
The pre-school skating program has been popular. 
As parent Josh Epstein says: “The kids, regard-
less of their skill level, have a safe and supportive 
environment to work on their skating, and get 
to have some fun while doing it. The teachers,  
skating instructors and parent volunteers have 
come together to provide a truly worthwhile  
experience for the kids.”

Aiming Chai
Thanks to the generosity of various South  
Campus families who helped fund the AIM CHAI 
Elevator Campaign, the campus is now accessible  
to all members of our community. Here Carl  
Epstein, assisted by Head of School Eric Petersiel, 
officially presses the elevator into service. 

Dramatic Support
Parents at both campuses have contributed 
to Arts programming. Here Edith and Bruce  
Silcoff (left), and Natalie and David Rashkovan  
(right) congratulate Mike Levinsky (centre)  
on his years as theatrical director of North 
Campus musicals, like last year’s production of 
Joseph, pictured above. At South Campus, the 
Wechsler family has provided dramatic support 
for school musicals.
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Light the way  
to a bright academic future

Make your donation today 
Contact the Development Office – 905.709.3636, ext. 222, or development@leobaeck.ca 
to discuss your gift and recognition opportunities. A charitable tax receipt will be issued 
for the full amount of your gift.

• Security Enhancement
• Tuition Assistance
• School’s Greatest Needs

There are many ways you can show your  
support for Leo Baeck.  This year the   
Annual Campaign is focusing on three areas:

Sheila Pitch
In recent months, the Leo Baeck community lost one of its most 
passionate supporters. Sheila Pitch was a parent of two Leo Baeck  
students – Ashley and Shayna – and Board President from 1992-94.  
“She was larger than life,” says Andrea Glassman, who was an LB 
teacher during Sheila’s tenure as Board president. “With her spirit 
and energy, and her intelligence, she was devoted to the students 
getting the finest education possible.” May her memory be a blessing.

Safe and Secure
Security enhancement – ensuring the safety of our children – is a 
major area of interest for the entire school community. Parent Ezra 
Levant (left) recently hosted a fundraising event at his home, where 
The Honourable Joe Oliver, Minister of Finance (centre) spoke about 
his support for Israel and Head of School Eric Petersiel (right) spoke 
about the school’s recent security initiatives.
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We the North, 

    We the South 

Leo Baeck’s got game…and spirit and heart

By David Bale
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Richard Davis should know; he is one of those parents, and has been volunteer 
coach of South Campus hockey teams for years.

Sports at Leo Baeck is a big deal. Between gym classes, intramurals and inter-school 
competitions, students are keeping fit. Sound bodies are as important as sound minds, 
and learning sportsmanship is essential.

Leo Baeck is part of the JDSSL (Jewish Day School Sports League) and the only Jewish  
school that is also one of the 70 independent schools in the SSAF (Small Schools  
Athletics Federation). Competing in two leagues affords students from ages 10 to 14 
many an opportunity to play in dozens of sports, and have a team experience.

Last year, LB South won JDSSL championships in Boys Soccer, Volleyball and Softball. 
North won the SSAF Boys Ball Hockey championship, and took silver in Boys Soccer.

November 12, 2014 was a day to remember at the JDSSL Middle School Soccer 
Tournament. In the Girls tourney, LB North won its first ever championship and South 
took the Bronze. On the Boys side, South won Silver; North took Bronze.

“To walk away with four of the six possible medals is a testament to how hard those 
coaches worked and how well the students played,” says Mike Levy, LB North teacher 
and tournament convenor.

But the banners hanging in the gym tell only part of the story. “I’m proud of our 
championship teams,” boasts Zlatko Sarcevic, North Campus’ Athletic Director for the 
past 22 years. “But what makes me most proud is the richness of the program with 20 
to 25 sports teams.” 

Visiting trainers from Maccabi Canada and Sports Ontario teach Volleyball, Judo, 
Basketball and more. “They always comment about how spectacular are the attitude 
and spirit of our kids,” adds Sarcevic, “and that makes me proudest.”

We the North, 

    We the South 

Leo Baeck’s got game…and spirit and heart

“Each week during the cold winter months, a small group of 
kids and their parents get up at an unearthly hour, make their 
way to Chesswood Arena by 6:30 a.m.”

“Athletics at Leo Baeck helps round out the academic experience. It brings  
the school together and allows families in to cheer for their children.” 
Ian Nefsky, volunteer Basketball and Baseball coach

“What demonstrates to me the importance of athletics at Leo Baeck is the 
Junior team’s tradition of wearing their jerseys to school on game day.  
This has nothing to do with boasting, but everything to do with pride.” 
Adam Perzow, volunteer Hockey coach 

“I have been lucky enough to win the Gold this year at JDSSL and I especially 
enjoy watching our athletes persevere and believe in themselves.”
Richard Amar, volunteer Soccer coach

www.leobaeck.ca 21

Baeck to Baeck: When North plays South, spirit and sportsmanship run high.
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we did not have different streams: we were all one kind of Jewish.”
“I knew from the time I was about 6 years old that I wanted to do some-

thing to help the world,” she says, tracing Tikkun Olam roots. “Politics had 
been on my mind since high school.”

That passion found expression 30 years later for the now lawyer, law 
professor, writer, social justice advocate and mother of two. “I desperately 
needed to do something to try and make a difference on a larger scale.”

In the Toronto municipal election of 2014, she ran for City Council 
from Ward 16 (Eglinton-Lawrence) conducting an entirely grassroots 
campaign. “I and the majority of my volunteers had no political connec-
tions, no powerful affiliations,” she proudly admits. “They  volunteered  
because they believed in me, my platform, and my approach  
to governance.”

Among a field of 16 candidates, she finished third, only 3% shy of the 
win. “Meeting many residents who care about social responsibility, real 
consensus-building, and responsible governance, as opposed to sound-
bite politics,” she says listing the positive. “Gaining their confidence was 
gratifying and gave me hope.”

Will she run again? There are more chapters to be written in this classic 
Canadian and Leo Baeck story. 

It has the makings of the classic  
Canadian multi-cultural success story: 
young immigrant overcomes repression  
in the old country and challenges of 
the new, dreams of fighting injustice, 
acquires qualities of leadership and 
grows up to run for political office.

And the Canadian chapter of this 
story began at Leo Baeck. 

It’s hard enough being 12 at the 
best of times. But Dyanoosh Youssefi 
greeted those awkward tween years 
amid war and revolution in her native 

Iran. Her family faced the hardships, uncertainty and anti-Semitism that 
faced Jews under the rule of Ayatollah Khomeini.

Immigrating to Canada in 1983 was both liberating yet daunting for 
a young girl transplanted during her Grade 6 school year with only a  
rudimentary command of English. Her parents were committed to Jewish  
education and chose Leo Baeck in the hope that the close student-to-
teacher ratio would be helpful to her.

“Leo Baeck certainly impacted me in many ways,” says Dyanoosh. “I had 
an incredible English teacher and what I learned then really eased the road 
for me in high school.”

School offered her more than academic training, which she considered 
“second to none.” “Leo Baeck introduced me to Reform Judaism and the 
fact that there are different streams of Judaism,” she recounts. “In Iran, 

A run for City Council  
inspires hopeYe
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“Leo Baeck introduced me to Reform Judaism and the 
fact that there are different streams of Judaism.”
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Calling All Alumni 

How did The Leo Baeck Day School prepare you                
 for what you’re doing today?

We 
asked:

“Leo Baeck provided an inclusive community.  
The educational, artistic, and creative aspects 
fostered a curiosity for discovering and learn-
ing more about our world and particularly, 
ourselves. Currently, as a Masters student at 
Berklee College of Music in Global Entertain-
ment and Music Business, I can attribute many 
of my aspirations and inspirations to the skill 
sets that Leo Baeck helped to develop among 
its students.”

Giselle Hausman, class of 2004 
Masters student at Berklee College of Music

“Leo Baeck prepared me for my future,  
specifically at CHAT, through its focus on 
prayer and on Israel.  Moreover, Leo Baeck 
taught me to be a responsible, hard worker 
and one who wants to make a difference in 
the world through Tikkun Olam.”

Jenna Pasternak, class of 2011  
Student, TanenbaumCHAT, Toronto

“My 9 years at Leo Baeck helped shape me 
more than any other in my academic career. 
I met wonderful, inspiring people, and I am 
proud to say that some of my classmates are 
still close friends to this very day. The warm, 
supportive, and rich learning environment  
inspired me to think outside the box with my 
future. It’s no wonder that my daughter is  
currently a student.”
 
Rob Melamed, class of 1995 
Composer/producer at Grayson Matthews 
Music + Sound, Toronto

“Leo Baeck provided the foundation for  
everything I do as an educator in the Jewish 
community. It helped me to develop a well-
rounded sense of the Jewish community: 
growing up in a Reform environment, moving 
on to an Orthodox community high school, 
and working for Reform, Conservative, and 
Reconstructionist institutions.”

Elliott Michaelson, class of 1988 
Jewish Educator, Richmond Hill

“Beyond the basics, Leo Baeck taught me 
study skills that I have carried with me 
throughout my whole education, and instilled 
a love of learning that has propelled me into 
pursuing a career as a teacher. I am thankful to 
Leo Baeck for teaching me the importance of 
mitzvot and instilling a connection to Judaism 
that has become a fundamental part of who 
I am.”

Lindsay Hartzman, class of 2005 
Student teacher, Niagara University Teachers’ 
College, Thornhill

“I still consider my time at the school as one 
of the very best periods of my life.  The friends 
I made, the experiences I had, and the 
knowledge that was passed on to me are all 
with me to this day.  Leo Baeck gave me more 
than just an education - it gave me the unique  
environment and support that I needed to 
successfully transition to the next level.”

John Tishbi, class of 1992 
Corporate and Entertainment Attorney,  
Los Angeles

Calling All Alumni to send us YOUR response to:  
jmichaelson@leobaeck.ca 
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By Josefa Michaelson
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She has stayed connected to Leo Baeck 
since her children were students here. Lindy 
graduated in 2006, Kelsea in 2008, and Shelby  
in 2011. Jodi and her husband Moish have 
seen their daughters come and go from  
Leo Baeck. But Jodi came and stayed. 

A nurse by profession, priorities changed once 
her kids started school. “I was always interested 
in helping out at school in any capacity,” says 
Jodi, whose volunteerism has been going on for 
17 years. Besides helping in classrooms and the 
library, she has co-chaired the LBPA (Parents’  
Association), served on the Board of Directors, 
and on committees for the development of the 
new South Campus. 

For the past four years, she was Alumni Coordi-
nator, a role she shared at the outset with Carol 
Grubert. Together they initiated a program to en-
gage alumni:  finding them, surveying them about 
life after Leo Baeck, and involving them in the 
educational experience of current day students.

“As parents of LB graduates we understood 
the importance of staying connected,” says Jodi. 
“We are very pleased that the programs we  
developed were successful, and generated  
opportunities for our alumni to be involved.”

Last year, Jodi oversaw the 20th anniversary 
rededication of the North Campus, as well as 
year three of a highly impactful program that 
brings alumni now in high school back to Leo 
Baeck to share their experiences from March of 
the Living.

“Alumni help to create a living archive of 
the history of the school,” Jodi says. “I felt it was 
important to create opportunities to help our 
alumni stay connected.”

What makes her keep volunteering even 
though her daughters have graduated? “My 
girls were fortunate to have received an educa-
tion enriched in both Jewish and general studies,” 
she responds, “maybe this was my way of giving 
back. I still felt I had much to give.”

And the giving goes on. Jodi currently volun-
teers twice a week as classroom assistant for 
a Grade 3 class at South Campus. When asked 
what they appreciate about Jodi, her students 
wrote:  “Because she comes on her own time 
when she could be doing other things.” “She 
comes and she doesn’t even get paid to do it.” 

For Jodi, comments like those are reward 
enough, responding: “The kids make me smile.”
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a Volunteer

Staying connected. For Jodi Margolis, that’s not only a slogan to keep alumni in the 
fold; it’s a way of life.

LB parents come and go; Jodi Margolis came and stayed
By David Bale

Main Photo: Jodi, Shelby and Moish Margolis
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I remember Gym (despite my lack of athletic ability) and Art class (still one 
of my passions in life) fondly, as those teachers were the most likely to take 
our class outside to the small park behind our school. Learning outdoors 
gave me a change of perspective, as well as a change of setting, and made 
whatever I was learning more accessible and enjoyable.

I find that Leo Baeck students are much the same, despite the fact that 
it has been around 12 years since I have been in an elementary school on 
the other side of a teacher’s desk. “Can we have a class outside?” It seems 
like the age-old response of students, no matter the age, grade, or weather 

outside, be it a clear and sunny day, or the start of a blizzard that will surely 
lead to an upcoming snow day. Why do students love the thought of learn-
ing in nature?

I see the same curiosity and excitement from campers in the summer at 
URJ Camp George, when faced with the option of an outdoor specialty – like 
Water-skiing, Teva/Nature, or Ropes – or an indoor specialty – like Pottery 
and Arts & Crafts. As part of the URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) Service 
Corps Fellowship, my goal is to bring an immersive outdoor and Jewish  
experience, part of what makes camp so magical, to the classroom. 

With the help of Rabbi Noam Katz, Dean of Jewish Living, I am working 
to develop and deliver lessons that blend an outdoor experience with core  
Jewish values and curriculum expectations, in order to bridge the gap  
between formal and informal education. 

I have delivered such programs to multiple grades at both campuses.  
We’ve learned about habitats and community, forces causing movement, 
and celebrated Shabbat in an outdoor setting.

Nature makes a perfect outdoor classroom, and I love having the  
opportunity to use it to its fullest capacity.  

Rochelle Derlick is a Union for Reform Judaism Service Corps  
Fellow at both Leo Baeck and Camp George

  
Outside In 
URJ Service Corps takes learning outdoors
By Rochelle Derlick

When I was in school, I remember the excitement of having an outdoor lesson. 
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The Moshe Family

Rafael and Arlene Moshe always knew that it was important to them 
to provide their children Daniel (12) and Naomi (9) with an integrated, 
positive Jewish learning experience. When they first came to look at 
Leo Baeck’s Middle School program two years ago, they were seeking 
a robust academic program that reflected their own Jewish ideals and 
values. They enrolled Daniel for Grade 6 and after an amazing first year 
at Leo Baeck his sister Naomi followed last fall. 

Their children have embraced and been embraced by the LB community. 
In fact, at the end of Naomi’s very first day she raved about her teachers 
and how kind her classmates were. Both kids are involved in numerous  
extracurriculars. Daniel is a lunch buddy and drama technician and  
Naomi joined Glee-o-Baeck, the school choir. 

It was important to Arlene and Rafael that the International Baccalaureate  
program makes their childrens’ thoughts and questions central to their 
learning. They love that the school “focuses on having the children  
identify and discover how Judaism is important to them as individuals 
and the role it will play in their lives.”

By Rachel AndrewWhy they chose Leo Baeckand Community
Academic Rigour 

The Smetana Family
When Ted Smetana and Davida Cytron moved to Toronto, the two 
most important factors they sought in a school for their children 
Nina (13) and Levi (10) were academic rigour and a strong sense 
of community. At Leo Baeck they have found both. They love that 
teachers and administrators are involved not only in learning but 
with their childrens’ social and emotional development as well. 
They have also found that the International Baccalaureate program 
broadens their children’s education, while comprehensive Hebrew 
and Judaic studies allow them to keep evenings and weekends for 
family time. 

“We couldn’t feel more excited about how our children have easily 
immersed themselves in and been embraced by the LB community,” 
said Ted. “We couldn’t have anticipated before our children began 
how meaningful and rewarding it is for the kids to know Hebrew 
and feel so comfortable manoeuvring through and interpreting the  
traditions of our community.” They credit Nina’s confidence and  
proficiency at her Bat Mitzvah and her passion for Judaism as the  
“direct result of Jewish education done well.” They feel they are  
making the right investment, concluding, “this learning experience is 
impossible to put a price on.”
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Baeck-scape  A match made in (their) haven
at URJ Camp George

August 31, 2014 

The wedding of Mira Lyon and Ely Rosenblum. Bride and 
groom are both alumni of Leo Baeck and of Camp George.

Photos: Aisling Turtle

“We’ve known we wanted to get married at camp 
since before we were engaged! It’s a place both of us 
feel at home and where we met our best friends.  
It was the start of our lives together, and was the 
perfect place to bring our family and friends together 
to celebrate our marriage.” 
  
– Mira Lyon and Ely Rosenblum
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Let us show you what 
Leo Baeck can offer  
your family. Call to  
book a personal tour:

Robyn Buchman  
Director of Admission  
905-709-3636 ext 224  
rbuchman@leobaeck.ca

Success beyond 
Leo Baeck

Megan Brenkel
• Leo Baeck grad 2010 
•  90% Honour Roll at TanenbaumCHAT  
•  Award for academic and athletic distinction 
•  Full athletic scholarship at Guelph University 
•  Biomedical Science program

Our grads continue along a path 
to exceptional academic and  
professional achievement.

“Leo Baeck helped me develop leadership and  
strengthen my communication and interpersonal skills 

that enabled me to successfully lead by example.”

Photo: Karyn Stepien


