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We see the world in your child.

We nuture each child academically, spiritually, physically & artistically.

We create a rich, diverse Jewish experience  

& are committed to the State of Israel.

We develop our students to be socially conscious.
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The Leo Baeck Day School is the only Reform Jewish day school in Canada, with almost 900 students across 

two campuses. Since 1974, The Leo Baeck Day School has been providing parents with the right balance 

and equal focus in each of the three broad subject areas: English Language Arts; Mathematics, Science and 

Social Studies; and Hebrew Language Arts; with Judaic Studies integrated throughout. Our membership with 

PARDES–Day Schools of the Reform Movement connects us to the Reform movement (URJ) and we are a proud 

partner of the UJA Federation of Greater Toronto.

Choosing Leo Baeck means choosing a school where  
children are growing, learning and becoming their very best selves.

When I graduate from Leo Baeck I will take away many things:  

the skills to succeed, the leadership opportunities, the warmth and care of my teachers,  

the tools to make my own personal Jewish choices, the amazing friendships I have made 

and most importantly the belief that even kids can change the world! 

– LBDS Middle School Student

“
”

We see the world in your child.
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Our Dean of Jewish Living,  
Rabbi Noam Katz, engaging  
students in a meaningful discussion 
about the importance and historical 
significance of Parashat Hashavua 
(the weekly portion) and Shabbat 
traditions.
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Jewish Life @ LBDS
Our school’s philosophy maintains a strong commitment  

to Jewish values and to the State of Israel. 

We welcome Jewish children from all backgrounds and denominations, but in our prayer services and in 

our ethos as a school we follow liberal, progressive, Reform practice and tradition. 

A Leo Baeck education strengthens your children’s Jewish experience by:

• Teaching the skills required to lead and participate fully in Kabbalat Shabbat,  

Rosh Chodesh, Synagogue services and ritual Jewish life.

• Sponsoring Shinshinim through the UJA MAKOM Young Emissary Program  

who help to nourish our children’s love and appreciation of modern-day Israel  

through art, music, academic study and cultural celebrations.

• Teaching respect for the diversity of Jewish religious practice and encouraging them to 

participate in social action initiatives as young Jews living in a global world.
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Our buddy program helps to build 
confidence and self esteem for both 
our big and little buddies. Throughout 
the course of the year we engage in a 
variety of activities that involve literacy, 
numeracy and the arts. Our goal is 
to build a caring and compassionate 
community where all students help 
each other to learn.
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21st century learning at Leo Baeck is  
vibrant, active, and engaging.

Our students explore how to learn: 

They discuss, dramatize, experiment, build, write, reflect, share, create,  

connect, collaborate, model, animate, and dream.

Our mission is to develop our students’ passion for learning, inquiry and discovery. 

We are committed to teaching our students to think critically  

and to challenging and supporting them from Nursery through Grade Eight. 

To achieve this goal, we focus on:

• Academic Excellence

• Nurturing Each Child as an Individual Learner

• Encouraging Critical Thinking and Inquiry Based Learning
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The incredible richness of our curriculum  

stimulates creativity and problem solving, while challenging  

students’ perceptions about the world and themselves.  

When students form questions as a springboard for their own learning 

they begin to harness their experiences and the use of real life examples  

that are authentic and meaningful.

– LBDS Teacher

“
”Curriculum|English Language Arts|Mathematics|Science 

|Social Studies|Hebrew Language Arts|Judaic Studies|French 
|Computers|Library|Physical Education|Art|Music|Drama 

|Humanities|Design Technology
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Our French teacher using the AIM 
program, a 'hands on' teaching 
style that uses the gesture method 
and allows students endless 
opportunities to participate orally 
in a comfortable setting. Through 
this oral participation they gain 
confidence and the ability to speak 
independently.
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PRESCHOOL: Our early childhood education program gives the 

youngest Leo Baeck students a great head start in a lifetime of 

learning. The IB methods of inquiry are introduced in every aspect 

of our preschool curriculum. They enjoy specialty activities such 

as art, gym, computers, library, music and drama. 

Nursery: Children play and learn in a nurturing environment.

Junior Kindergarten: Teachers lead the children 

through activities designed to support early literacy and  

numeracy. Children are encouraged to explore through a variety  

of activities. Half an hour per day of Hebrew is introduced 

as an additional language.

Senior Kindergarten: The program builds on the foundation  

of early literacy and numeracy. It encourages children  

to become independent, caring and questioning learners. 

Teachers create an environment that promotes learning 

through exploration and inquisition, preparedness and  

partnership. An hour of Hebrew and a half hour of French 

supplement the educational component.

STUDENT SERVICES: At The Leo Baeck Day School, we 

recognize that all students learn in different ways. The student 

services department ensures that the academic, social and 

emotional needs of every Leo Baeck student are met. We foster 

a respectful school community to ensure that our students are 

socially conscious and become their very best selves.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: In Grades 1-5, Leo Baeck  

students have the advantage of a day divided into equal thirds:  

English Language Arts; Mathematics, Science and Social  

Studies; and Hebrew Language Arts; with Judaic Studies  

integrated throughout. They also have daily French.  

Specialty classes in Art, Computers, Drama, Music, Library and  

Physical Education complement our curriculum. All subjects 

are taught by specialty teachers who are passionate about 

their areas of expertise.

MIDDLE SCHOOL: As an authorized IB Middle Years Program, 

Grades 6, 7, and 8 are timetabled on a modified rotary basis. 

Students receive instruction from subject specialists who are 

able to guide them in the application of the skills and knowledge 

they acquired in the lower grades. In addition to the core subjects, 

the Middle School curriculum features Health and Family Life 

Education offered by Jewish Family and Child Services and  

a Guidance program. The Middle School elects its own 

Student Council, which gives students opportunities  

for leadership roles. Additional avenues to enhance the  

experience include student council, plays, social justice 

committees, competitive sports and glee clubs.
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Our International Baccalaureate 
students become critical and 
compassionate thinkers, lifelong 
learners and informed participants  
in local and world affairs, conscious 
of the shared humanity that binds all 
people together while respecting the 
variety of cultures and attitudes that 
make for the richness of life.
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IB @ LBDS
The International Baccalaureate Program at The Leo Baeck Day School

As an authorized International Baccalaureate World School, Leo Baeck proudly  

takes its place alongside over 3000 prestigious schools around the world who share the global goal  

of creating a more peaceful and better world through intercultural understanding and respect.  

Since 1968, the IBO has provided students in 141 countries with the opportunity to engage in high quality 

global education facilitated by educators who employ the best of modern pedagogic practice.

How IB strengthens your child's learning at LBDS: 

•  Encourages students to  
understand and engage in  
the global community.

•  Stimulates their curiosity,  
inquiry and discovery as they  
become lifelong learners.

•  Reinforces students’ sense of  
cultural identity and awareness.

•  Emphasizes open-ended inquiry 
and critical thinking, helping  
students to take intellectual risks. 

•  Respects and works in harmony 
with our own  curriculum, which 
follows the Ontario curriculum  
guidelines and the Leo Baeck  
Mission Statement.

•  Reinforces a system  
of ethics that work with  
and echo the Jewish traditions,  
value system, beliefs and 
objectives of The Leo Baeck  
Day School.
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The Leo Baeck Day School is proud 
to be the only day school competing 
in both The Jewish Day School 
Sports League (JDSSL) and the Small 
Schools Athletic Federation (SSAF).  
Students benefit from multiple 
opportunities to strengthen their 
natural abilities and enjoy a range  
of positive athletic experiences.
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Beyond School Walls|F ield Trips|Athletic Tournaments 
|Plays|Museum Visits|Special Events|Festivals|Tzedakah Projects 
|Soccer|Golf|Swimming|Track and F ield|Basketball|Hockey 
|Volleyball|Skiing|Glee Clubs|

Strong Minds and Bodies
Students at The Leo Baeck Day School challenge their minds and test the limits of their bodies.  

Health and fitness are an essential part of the Leo Baeck experience.  

Physical fitness begins in Preschool with an emphasis on movement, ball skills,  

and team participation. All of our students learn the value of belonging to a team,  

preparing for a game, and managing their time, skills valuable both  

on the field and in the classroom.
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Our students are 
exposed to a rich 
and diverse Jewish 
experience, enabling 
them to make their 
own meaningful Jewish 
choices now and as 
young adults.
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The impact of Jewish studies on my children has been incredibly significant. 

When they were small, we felt it at the milestone moments like  

the Pesach Seder where they challenged the adults by asking questions,  

or when we went to synagogue and we realized that they knew all the prayers,  

or when they took easily to chanting Torah. 

As my children have grown into young adults,  

I see the true impact of their Leo Baeck Jewish education.  

It has shaped who they are, made them proud of their heritage  

and capable of making educated Jewish choices for themselves.  

The Jewish education they received at Leo Baeck is something  

that we feel so blessed to have been able to provide. 

– LBDS Parent 

“

”

Hebrew Language Arts and Judaic Studies 
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Cutting–Edge Technology  

|SMARTBoards|Travelling MacBook|iPad Lab|Computer Lab

Technology skills are learned intrinsically  

through The Leo Baeck Day School’s modern curriculum.  

Our comprehensive instructional technology plan prepares  

and empowers students to embrace technology in their daily lives  

and to be fluent in the digital world.  

Students are engaged in an interactive atmosphere  

that teaches problem solving and promotes communication skills.  

We integrate technology into the curricula school-wide.
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Our students have 
access to classroom 
SMARTBoards,  
a travelling MacBook  
cart and an iPad lab.  
Each week they have  
a designated lesson  
in our state-of-the-art 
computer lab.
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Every member of The Leo Baeck Day School family 

is essential to the life of our school. Students, staff, 

parents, grandparents and alumni generate the 

warmth and enthusiasm that define Leo Baeck. 

Our parents are our partners with whom we share 

and solidify the values and traditions of our Jewish 

community. Our alumni are our role models. They 

reflect Leo Baeck’s values of integrity, justice, 

intellectual curiosity, and empathy.

Community Engagement

The Leo Baeck Parents Association (LBPA) and 

our Nachas Club (Grandparents and Special 

Relatives) are involved in many capacities:

• Volunteering in classrooms 

• Participating in holiday celebrations 

• Delivering hot lunches

• Organizing our After School Programming 

•  Coordinating spirit raising, adult education  

and major fundraising initiatives

We are very fortunate to have a passionate and dedicated community.  

This community is indispensable and helps to enhance the learning experience of our students. 
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Grade 4 students 
engage in a legacy 
intergenerational art 
project kindly sponsored 
by The Nachas Club. 
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To arrange a time to visit the school  
please contact our Director of Admission  
at 905 709 3636 x 224 or admission@leobaeck.ca 

Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I may remember.  
Involve me and I learn. benjamin franklin

Any successes that I have had in my life can in some way be traced  

back to the values I learned in my early days, many of which I got  

 from The Leo Baeck Day School.  

It is a remarkable experience to now see these attributes emerge  

in my children as they continue on their own Leo Baeck journey:  

a deep love of education, a commitment to the community, curiosity  

and independent thinking, compassion for others, and a drive to succeed.  

It is a very special place that has had a major impact  

on two generations of my family. 
 – LBDS Alumnus ”

“
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www.leobaeck.ca North Campus
36 Atkinson Avenue 
Thornhill, Ontario L4J 8C9 
Tel: (905) 709 3636 
Fax: (905) 709 1999 

South Campus
501 Arlington Ave.
Toronto, Ontario M6C 3A4 
Tel: (416) 787 9899 
Fax: (416) 787 9838 




